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PREFACE ; 


EX FIE ſerrieg ferth of. the Fuliick Cor fron ef ihe Faith f Chareles 
ELIT; YALL UG aile ind, C bib tnan: 14 pup cg 64 ficats 1+ 4; {1he 


NINs 4 27.4 H CHANCE *l _ be ent1t 1:14.4 u {ej fecord'y tha bolirg 
9:h «Gb. w_ if " " wi; H vilisr Chmchers, 


Our Comes bee, as 4; the errce ” Cir) ) wee teleie & profeſs.the ſume: 
SPocir ny 146 tirdtiar tc Gedjell, wh:ch Teheral'y 15 YECCIVES 11, «lt che if -rm4k 
Cimmeics j ©. 65tm t nope: : ſoxipertuly, wee defi envt 10 Va) y }- au; the « 06tr itt 
ef f ::is __ 1 we'd fortt ty whe charch.s of our Nat.v's COUMLL 1 » For tlo1ughu ts 
BY 1 4.1108 Cunvty, that cat lied wehef Crit 31:47 C4.1k1 wit for tohite 
Wc 7 oferſants of cuy Lere! jiſes with resfeft of p#11 us : yet as V.ul wbo was 
Lf aj y "ofeſſed ro huld forth the dettrine of juſt feat. ty fauh ,& of tha 
3C[41 COM Sy Gerry EO ing as be kacw bis godly  Conmiry meh did, who win 
I. wes ly name ( Gali 2015. Acts 26.6,7.) {oe wee, who are ly natmes 
Erobfh nit, ce &: fre 10 hed forth abe ſ- ne ui ccrinegpf religion ( eee by au 
{1.4113 «lis ) which wee ſee © knew 19s Lies by ths 6 hes of Englard, abe, 
coru19 tothe trath of the Crosfell 

The n.0:c w: ed ſtc:r , ( that which, wee dee, & hare conſe to doe with inceſſant 


” exrriing neon tln_) he wh ri, mba ery, & michy, ſlian cortert;cns of 


vu Coal brethron , © cornts yea; , .n matiers of chu; .-10verr.ment + he more &r« 


r; ft do. rece Cefrre 1oſce th. mz (oyncd togerber in ene Common fark, & our felt es 
W..9, ther . For th. d, hb. 1g permied the Prev ch con feſſ: OB of fauhk , greed 
D-0 'y th: Re zorend aſſen. th of 'D Taries at IV TA nſter * C7 find ng the ſamms 
© [7 ”_ ICC thereof { in mailers f actlr:ime) to expreſs not ib.ir own judgements 
'u! 0:5 alſur and beinr tt R we called mpcn by oy goaly Ang (trats, ts 
w wo. pub Ms conf form of that ſank , which is cenſtau ly tanch! ,C7 genera y 
» 4. 4 moet ſus, wee 1404:ht good-to p. efcnt 1mo then, CO witch them to one : 


e» /, 


: Yn; -w.:h th: to I thechurh.s of Chrijt wtroad , cuY prot-jſea© hearty 
Yn of OP whole confi. Me 0 its; frſuf, nie of d Gy" mr eyes 
"m hevorand 'T292b, p 7 Veſrn ed 14 bh! Ke 6:08? d mmnale Oenlim et of En. L. 
F:.cce P't Yen" (ire fel. c Ni 2; ZI I ?1 . f ©picrs of he: r ef jun prac 
Ceinb.. 7 ji: 1. of ccn.rorerfie mw 6: + ; Tae nr which 1 Wee 7ef.re 0up 

jelucs 


C& 1 -> 


The Preface, [2} 


fetves to the draught of churci-4iſipline 1 the enſuemy treatiſe . 

 Thetrwh of what we here declare, may appear by the unan:mous vote of the Synod 
of the Elders & meſſengers of our charches aſſembled at Cambri ig, the laſt of the 
ſixth month . 1648: v2 ch woyntly paſſed m taeſe words 5 This Synod having per- 
uſe4, & conſieced ( with much gladels of heart, & chankfullne(s tro God ) the 
cofe(ſion of faith publ.ſh:d . tlc by the Reveread Aſſembly in England, due 
judge utto be very holy, o:thodox, & j4d.cious in all matters of faith : & doe 
therfore freely & fully conſent therunto, for the ſubſtance therof. Oaly in thole 
things wh.ch have rei|peR to church government & diſcipl.ne , wee refer our 
felvesto the platform of chucc'-difcipline, agreed upoa by th.s preient afſcoly: 
& doe therfore think it meet, that this confeſſion of fa.th, ſhould be co n<n4- 
ed to the churces of Chriſt a nonglt us, & to the Honoured Court, as worthy of 
ehcir due conf{ideration & acceptance . Howber!, wee may not conceal, that 19e 
dottrine of vocation expreſſed in Chap 10S I«& ſummarily repeated, Chap 13, 
bc x . paſſed not without ſome debate « Vet conſiderms, that the term of vocations 3 
ochers by wh.ch it is deſcribed, are capable of a larg , or more ſtrift ſenſe, C uſe, and 
that it 13 not intended to bind apprehenſions preciſely im po.ut of oraer or method g 
there hath been a generall condejcendency therums . 

N ow by this our profeſſed conſent & free concurrence w:th thens in all the doitri- 
malls of rel.g.on, wee hope, it may appear to the world, that as wee arg a remnan of 
the people of the ſame nation w.th them : ſo wee are profeſſors of the ſume common 
faith, & fellow heyres of the ſame common ſalyation « Ve. moreover, as this our pro= 
feſſton of the ſame fath w.th them, will exempt us ( even mn their judgme:s) from ſuſ- 
p:cton of hereſy : ſo ( wee truſt ) ut may exempt us m the like ſorr from ſnibicun of 
ſch:ſm : that though wee are forced ro d.fſeut from them m matters of chu; ch-diſcis 
Plene : Tet onr d:jſ-nt 15 not 8.ken up out of arrogancy of 5þurit un our ſelves ( whons 
they ſee w ingly condeſcend to learn of th.m : ) neuher 4; ut carryed with uncharuab.e 
een{oriouſneſs towards them (buh which re the proper, © efſentiall charratters of 
ſeh:ſm ) 5m: im mckn;s of w (dom, as w.e wikh lon? w 9 tem, C follow them, 
as they foll»w Chriſt : ſo where wee co.1cey a uifferent apprebent:on of the mind of 
Chriſt ( as it fadeth ox: mm ſome fey pormts touch ny} Charc.- 1der ) wee flill reſerve 
ane reverence to them ( whom w.e judge to be, th oagh Cir jt , the plortos | ohts 
of both nations : ) CF only crave leave (as m [þiru wee are bound ) to f.llow the Lanh 
w.therſoever he greth, F (after the Ap)jlies example) as w-e belerve, ſo wee ſpþe:h, « 

And if the example of ſuch poor outcaſts as our ſelves, might prevaile if not w.th 
all( for that were too great a bleſſm? 10 hope fo.) yer w.th ſome or other of our brethrew 


in England, (o firr as they are come 18 tm. (ethe the ſumethng with (1h as 
' rffent from them, wee hopern Carijt, u wo:ill 1,44 anely moderate the hai ſh jedo-ng 
, Pp #8 #4 J#89% 

and 
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The P:eface, [ 3] 

and condenming of one another in ſich d.fferences of judgment tu may be found in thi 
chy/«ft ſa:tits : bus aljo preven ( 'y the mercy of Chri/. ) the perill of the diftrattion 
C 4ijtr «(t,on of all the ciaurches +4 both k, gdons « Unerwije, if brethran ſhall gos 
on to bile & devonre une amither, the Cipojt.. fears. (4: wee alſ' y v.th ſc dnejs of ard 
« ) ' will tend tothe cor ..m n7 of thim ,C uw «ll - wh ch tlie 0 d prevent. « 

ec we hot ignoruti, thai \ beſides theſe aſper tron of Hereſy © Sehijh ) other 
EXCeptions alſo are tak RN ut Oni Wy Of hurl governn dm : tn ( u wee cancer Y 
KU a utieg On. | 

As 1 Tlatby ad:uittoprorcintortte follow ſhip of: ur Cherct, bur ſaints 
by c .il:ng, wee Rub n ary pwſh-churcl es « ther b. ft n en bers, LV Make up 
ore of 07 COLpIegatoun x bich isnot ot Iv, to gather cli: Cle o1:T of chu. Co6s 
(arh.vg unbend.t in Sc- pruce : ) bur allo to weaken the Learts & band uf the 
bit Miniſt rin the par. ſhe>, by d.\poy ling them of cen | t bearer: » 

2 J hat wee pul ide no Cuurie tor ttc v2vringe, & c lng 11,08 ignoranty 
& crroniutt., & 1Ca uf. fou | cr.0%, whom wee rotule to re CELve nty ous Churche 
ec, & locxclude tron the v. bul.om ren edv of chuich-di c pl.ne. 

Z I ba: in our wav, wee low leeds of div. fiun & t.ndeaice of ed;ficat 6 
in cvery fury ly : whillt ad.nutt.ng wito our chiirckes only voluntar.cs, the buttad 
wv ll bet on. chu ch, tte w.fe £t anutker : the Pacer of ore church, rke ch.l- 
dicn of anctt er ri. e matter of one church, the teryaints of another And lo the 
pare: t & maſters be.ng of d fterent churet es from thei ch:1d.cn & ſervants s 
Li cv Cumut Lance ap [t .ccount of the.r proht.ovp by what they heate, yea by this 
r. Gate th. & L1.iband-. parents. & ma ttecs, {2 1 be chargable OL CmMantc: acc 
ina yt clurcl os. & Chiron gi. , Llides thei wn : which will prove 
aCl.arv & b 1d unſuppo tlc . 
d.c14 jor SW, Wer z, v3 Tulire 44.6. 8 of, LE the) ng chm ches ont of Ch che', 'Fee Catt= 
kt fy ae ut SAT. nleebcb wy 14 OC UC » (ues fi ft chrijtiun church wes 
£ [LC 665 vu if tlc {«F I” Cr.H (ro < 0s. of »Y.. J, 0a ogres n that cx: o/ TP x 
OVAL pit y of Bo 1dehi 8: o?'s {18+ fatem, | rl y of 44, Cralileowns : who though 
14 0 & 21 jOre CARES $:4.164} bi þ rt arts 0; prlinch . jb © yy h ihe Ten pie. yer 
Be 1hcs aid hey frequens the Sur iftel ds HOC 1CD-4b 10517. - «Near for the Gere. 1.0 
a1, of cher wu, ch Cuttſes . but h p MICS Coſtner. £04 m 4:1ienm mwah the jp ofiles 
C:4:Cl; Bll ihe ord nances of ihe 19// i» canud for ite fi jt chr ifb.em chm ef the 
Cuntiles at Antoch, it APP 9 .Ave ceen fu hered 1 ſtichted pertly of the 
«a // fed b: echren Of Tit £94441 09) il [eriif.clem ( woe. t f joe ware nent] Cpt Fs 
«dye. ) *paiy ef rhe tidenmns Catites, Av ,11 20,21. 

If t be fa.d the & & chit an chuacchor Teruti low, & thatar Antioch were 
patLercd not wut of any chi {tian Gui co, but out of the Jewifa 1] ey be aud 
A 4 4 FD 


"Thc P. face. : loft ] 
Dp11$00res, which. were Morly att r to be aboliſhed : & their eathering to 
Ant.och, was upon uccaltyn cf diipriliva ntimeut periccution . 

IVee d je, ut may be Fonjide- el, 1 11.41 the memvers of the jewijh Charch were 
gore ſtr ongiy and jt; witly iyed by expreſs ho'y covenant, to k'tp feauwſh p wih the 
Jewijh church, t.ll t was abol ſhed, then any members of chriſtian par, ſh-th4; ches 
re won ro bz ty:d to keep feliowſh p with their par fh-uhmn cas. Tos Ep:i/cop.l 
Canon” , whica bind them ie attend onth.cr pur ſhihuich, ut us lthely thry a8 now 
abs'iſhed with the Epiſcopa'y « The common Lany f the Land is jlrsfy u( wee 
concuve ) if they atten 4 upon the wor ſhi) of God m any other church though nat tp th n 
therr own pariſl » Eutno ſuch like coven.nt of God, nor any otner religions tye.ye th 
wpen them ro aurend the w1rſh:p of Gol m:iheir own per ſh charch, as did lye up 11 


«the Jews to attend upon the wr ſhip of God in thew Temple and S1N1g02He. , 


2 / oY ughthe lew ſh 1 cmple Churc9 at, leruſuucm ws to be wbol. ſo. ver 
that doerh not make the deſertion of ut by the members, tobe lawfa!, i.liit yas al The 
E's Future abil tion is now wrant for preſent deje to: whleſs ui te lanfull n ſome c.aſe 
w- 4 jt:h: chu ct yet in preſen: SIa14.ng to weſe-t it ; 10 witt, euhcr for 4-9, ding -f 


preſent p9'wi1015, or for hweof greater &4 fication , ad jo fr beiter ſair;jat '9 


C0n/Cunce imeither firmre events (vr for'f1, 2 of then) 19 nr une pre/ent relat.on , 

Ee w.ves, childrer, 4 yanis, wr 29t Ac evi tw ws jr owth 13, pri en; aſteirs, when 

th:y be martally fick,. | 
þ- / b '% f [ . DO 4 : ' 

0 IV at the members of .he lewiſh 69: &) d:d, n 5-yn 7 tothe charch 1k 
Aniuch, 1 time of perſecution, it may ws be Cnwvidl me mem © 5 of any hy. 

, | y cy ff 4n 
churc) may d) ihe bk, for ſatrfntt.on of com'crn, , Pee #7 c#2.C:enc. ts mire 
Aefsr able. 47 'h2 pe we of the Frys a 12648 M1. re > CF F i* 'fB F, ap < on vonſ. me 
£5 we (9 -1fa-ta {- 19.4 mcere cant (hn ine lm? tom p fe w'%., 

If ir be f1.d, thoſe menib-rs of the Chr.ft an Ch: ar Toulon, that j yn 
ec [CS] the ch irch ac Antioch, "emove.| thor h 10.Cat V1 £4 >? CLNCC witli th .- To 
Lat.ons : whic') f cv brethren of the comment ol] way 4 [Log it ws 11 

- —_ = ; AT" : : : P 
much abatc che or.Ceance of thne.r d. pait iiC f, 3.3 thic.r presbyrer all Chu:cke: . 

Wee verily ea. w jb 11:14 ju 10 dt, as x pprov Gl Te {.v" re W904 uf 14.9 
L:tation s 11 Ceſc of 42 ce churchsrelatiin ( > V1 4. 114 it ty teon wi out 
$00 much acirinent 19! outward cſt.ate ) ind w:c Jr our pater, haveanet ie 
ſame. But to pat a neceſſt y of remyvall of havitut on in juch t uſe, 1 15 to fon unt 
and cheriſh 4 corrupt principle of m.ahmn cel ooh bilation, f 1ot 4 fret; can{e, 
get at leaſt a proper adrmntit of charch-relatio.. ; vliich the trath of th: G:ihel dozrh 

- 4 
m9 achnay/ers Now to foorent anerreur ito the vreuarce nf the tricch if the rf 

Ws, AS on I YE Ly FY "4 a - wy / SY 7 @ _ F of 
ply 's nor row kw 04r.-4 [92 arco: dm? tech rruth of the Oc "bet, as Paul 
ja,e o Galat && 14 - 


| ce 


The Picfae, [57] 
. « Wee do ot thi, it meet, or ſafe, ſor 4 nia ber of apreſtyteriall Chnrehg, 
forcag.th to deſert his re!ation to bus Criurch , betakg b.mſcif to we fellowſhip of a 
Cong- gati-nll Church ,thogh he tay d ſcernſome wejcct mnithe eft<ie, or governs 


went Of 1211s One « 


For x Faithfillnefs of brotherly Toxe in Ckurch-relation, reguireth, that 
the members of the Church fh 14d tirft convince ri,cir brethren of tLeir anfull 
defect: , & ducly wait tor their reformation, bet: re they depart trom them . For 
it wce mult take ſuch a courte for the heal.ng of a pr.vate brutker, in a way o 
brothel ly loye, w.th mach n.ccknets, & Paticnce : how MOIE MUIe ou bt weg 
fo two walks w.th lik.c tendrnels, towards a whoulc church , 

Again 2 By the haſty departure of found iwembers trom a defective church, 
ret mation i5 rot promoted, but many times retarded, & corruption increaſcd » 
Wheras« n the contrary, while ſincere members b:cathing after purity of refor- * 
nution abide rogether , tixy may ( by the blefling of God upon their faithfull 
endcavours ) picva le much with wie Elders, & neighbuurs tuwardsa reforma= 
ton ; it may bry lo 1c, as that tlicir Eiders inther own church fh.ll receive 
none ty the Locds table, tur v.tuble ſaints: & inthe Clafſis ſhall pur forth na 
authoritive - > but cn ltatn.c ubly Jrouchivg the members of other churches: 
not touching cir own bt» tothe content (Et conſent at left ) of their own 
church : wh;ch ewo thugs, 4 t! ey can cbicyn with any buntble, wcek , holy, 
faithti ll endeavours, woe cow tary might ( by the grace of Chriſt find hber> 
ty (ft CUn{C.cr CCL) CULT L4.04k VELUTLON WALL TRE Own pre byterall churchy 
W.chut:ticu le 

5 4.1 Yo add a word farther, track ng the gathering of C'noes out of 
CL. Cries, W211 '4 2 $WerE£049 e.v'D- C3 E.V17/444 f [4h Po 011.44 eXIall7 18 ihe Sc1 Io 
Fires Flog WH $1) Wc 46/6 W 16 19 ety Wet ite Hit ped baptiſtss may fi.fjice Lear : 1 Fo 
C1" , , whlljeU witli le of way ot Jalwerid from juſt cofequernc of SEripture [.vh's 
LS - #8h 531.430 E CMMAH Lg +45 wiſe, ff} li fy; cr:ght wee knew) w.itnt 
ex op 0,1 ; whe Je mb 4 woke of crfc ec .n Auf tc 2 Du: C 14s, Nun I6s 

[; any (iaith he ) wronged with uny. {t vcxation, or providing for his own cdi- 
fcit 0 urn teſti 1 ONy ava,nlt {in dep ait f:om a cluirch where fume cviils arc 
tuNeratef, & jorya lumiclt to another more pare, yet w.thout codemning of 
the chu ch ke | ayeth, he 15not taccforc to be ll] as a fchiſmatick, or as puiliy 
of any other {in . Exc c ihe Tr.patie & ſ;. cio, which he jrra Cri's 
4H oitcr pile. ty aeclereth the Lonf. lneſs of the arp »1{Hic of at Church ae tc {10:45 
his chr), when ether thr oag!? we... yn s of nnguſt VexAation, or 1 wty 6 pi cr ſion fr 
bs oprit eclification, or in tefin- vs 247 friin beg melhor felt to anirner en roy n 

ucof diju, tare; 


[onnec reformed o Any GLC j 6 {0 jc Jl "Ne 1/07 p Tr Op [ WW J-- II £. «CO 
&4 6 66 li. vt: .Q09 


Th. E. "Ie [6] 


Nhourh all of rhem a> mt concure torover. Newace wll ſuch a prattife difÞry's 
the beſt 14 miſters of the pr ſh:s of the: - beſt 24 ers & 

For x Sontim> the M.n ſtecs the n(elve; are w.ll.ng to jovn with their 
berrer fort of avacrer;, in ti w. iy of ret3-in to"); & chea they & tav.c hers 
Cont nie (£1 choir Chien rol iy 0m ry mecher, ver &comicme moe italy & 
ftcon2ly, by an exp:el; re wwe | Covenyr;, tho 1h che Man. ltzcs may (2.1 Cont.s 
guet.icir womte | ple iohing true Wal prccths 

2 If coo ML 1 te:s do 1:1 x0 112 way of th fe, win they orheriyl'e 
eo in: thei bult non! ICS, IX io cefr'e ty Joya with them tie z vert tf thole 

meinbe:3 ca) Pract. el»negtter Mittter pra, WW, th the n 11 tur. OW 1 Way, 

& lt | cow 1:er1eer ] vell n2t ger er 11 the {a ne town, cy nn ye. f:lv or- 
decth? times of ray pil 2x all noly, a5 to x:r-1{ c mltincly 1p1tae m.ntt y 
of theic fy:m2c Clricch : & c.rhec afrer or bet ce tae p.12l.cx ale. nbly of thc Par- 
iſh tax an 0-3 »-T.41.ty oo garage 22T 207 [oc Tio af 10 {2400 5t Sacramare, 
& Cenſare-, & other chur ch ord:1ances a no'12lt the nfeives. The h it Ap. ft »- 
I.ck ext c1 afcmbled ro har the word w.th the Jewith £1: arch v1 LIC Pot 
c0.u7ts of che Te nple: bat afce- var]; garhece | to recace toc ocean of O70 bs 
& ULAe: acts of c: I 1c! = 0.” Ic Sx nad. ec t>bor e 

3 S.ppo'r, P. ebvrzciall church: ſhoullc5 mnie ne fone e of chi ic be] 


| ifr:d me ahentaay d. the ereA.ng & garacring of anutic: or C1 it woull 
no: foxnwich be tazir Jeri: nei, but nay 0: TiIe.ce ul 1.7 *J” 2 ic 5 Te mutt 
govlc & perfect warx of 2 | v nz creme bai ne te Ig } 75 0: 04 


are, 3 anlciply his kind: & to teh nut We fitiaf iii» cn cunt, t) 
E: forw cd che work of Ch-.{t 14 w-ll 10:01 Barthore. Tocco an, 
eh - $ $.t> bel forwvickitet Lee fi bee rurch, wiwl ry ot pr vith hoc 
ay) F- e- natec;all z cven be.1 ne> of Ce dic, & {uch PIOT.O) 15 Ly. LH {t »1E;, 15 WEE? 
ficco bull Sl patic: lhe fan:bok, tiecur cs Comp inme- 
K netoa ; ae, fo nti croa1 orchid, Cant 4.4: 13. Nd nut plinc vn 
a carde1, YT card, it feekera ty ge; the cavy. ct neces, & plies, of hs 

gcigh) » urs, & ch-y freely imp uct then : ave doe ty acct. a pol: toche.c 
garden , & orchers;, but rat1 rap] rv. Nevertl: cle!s wer go nut lo farc : we 
ec tier eek. nor alk te choyie-memvers of the par. ſhe. bur acc- pt the.n 
being offered . 

If u be ſa. , h:y are not ofered by the AM n:flert , wor ty: th: par [o Churce; 
( pho h we mnt voaght im t em ) but on'y by themes , 

It may j ſtly be d:main led. what rioht, or what poawr hive ether the mini- 
RNe:s,or pariſh curch over chem * Nor by fulemn church coven mr: forthat, 
thouzh it be ruc ficcucſt cagazenent, is nut oward, but reeacl, It the, by 

Lui 


The Preface, 7} 2 

Their joyning with the pariſh, in the calling & cleQion of a miniſter to ſuch « 
congregation at his firſt commung , there is undeed juſt weight in luch an ingage* 
ment : nor de wee judge it late tor fuch to remove from juch a miniſter, unleſs 
it be upon {ach grounds, as may jiſtly give him due fatisfaRi6, Dut if the unis 
of luch members to a pariſh Church, & to the miniſtery therof , be only by co- 
hab.ration within the precinRts of the pariſh, that union, asit was founded upa 
humane law : fo by bumane law it may eaſily be releaſed . Or otherwile, to 
man remove his bab:tativn, he remoyeth allo the bound of his relation , & the 
ground of offence , 

4 Irneednutto be feared, that all beſt hearers of the beſt minifters, na 
nor the moſt of the.11, will depart from them upon point of church-governmet « 
Thoſe who have found the prelence & powr of the ſpirit of Chritt breathing 
in their miniſters, cither to their convection , or cd:tcation, will be ſlow ta 
change ſuch a miniſtery of faith, 8 holynels, tor the liberty of church-order . 
Upun which ground, & ſundry other tuch like , their be doubtleſs ſundry gadly 
& judicious hzarers in many pariſhes in England that doe & will prefer their 
c:1 tion to the.r miniſters (though wn a prel byteriall way ) aboye the Congres» 
&. tionall confacderation « 

" Bur if all, or the moſt part of the beſt hearers of the beſt miniſters af 
| pariſhes, ſhould depart from them, as preferring intheir judgments ,the con- 
grepatiouall way : yet, in Cale the congregationall way ſhould prove to be of 
Chriſt , it will never preiv the buly hearts of godly miniſters, that their hearers 
ſhould follow afrer Chriſt : yea many of themlclves ( upon due del. beration } 
w.llbereaedy to go along with them , Ir never greived, nor troubled John 
Baptiſt that his bett ditc, ples, departed from himt » follow after Chriſt . Joh. 3. 
But in calethe congregationall way ſhould prove to be, not the inſtitution of 
Chr\ſt { as wee take it ) but the invetion of mien : then duubrlels. rhe preſbyteriall 
form (\f it be of God) w:ll {wallow up the other. as Moſes rod devoured the 
rods of the Egyptians . Nor will this pat a necetlity upon both the oppoſte 
partycs, to {Þ tt tor themſclyes, & to ſeek to ſupplant ore another : bur only, it 
will call upon them qAayereu i ayary 5 leck & to tulow the tructh in 
love, to attend in faithfullnels caci wto his own flock , & to adminiſter to then 
all che holy things of God, & their port 6 of food in duc {calon : & as tor others, 
qu.etiy t » forbear them, & yer to iltruct them with mecknets that are contrary 
n.nded : leay.ng it to Clult (inthe ule of 4] pood meanes ) ro reveal his own 
trueth in his Uwn time: & mean while endeavouring tu keep the wity of the: 
Spar 1 thebond of peace, 1-54 p. Jo L516, £oytwmn ed 3+ 
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* Tothe 2 Exception, Thar wee tike no courte forthe gryning & healins 
& c:ll.ng in of ignorant. &erroniau:, & ſend ul.yrs perios, whom wee refuic t.» 
reccive into onr churches &-o cxcl.ide rhem from the remidy of cLurch-& fc. plie” 
© Wee conterue the recet ving of them tg 9:4 v24609-4 w 18d rather looſe S cor: 4-0 
our Church: , ten g.uin Of heale ther « A little le wen layed in a lump of dough , 
w.4 ſoofer len the whole lump , thei the who's ! -n-p w{ ſw.cten i' « Wee theres 
fire fma t fr, to (rreronth > untwy nftins, vj) 6.9: le trjed 1 0 the lu'l. 
Ny *'hr then t6 bhanimer C3 how ther 3 ven ey 672 «rently 'n ith: bn td N'. 

And accordngl; » WICH Ci ®2,cltug yn Corti Þ ſrect Save 10n:rat 07 ſe.:n- 
alows. 'T The pablick min ftery of b: wo /', toon wo-09 they are mined ty counſel, 
& requiredby whlſome Les 9 ur.en , Hut the wrrdut 1 'p2 istte por, of 
Godtoj.dvator, to :he C.1%.ng L mwwnnns if ſoutre 2 F He corferrence , C3 
Couviction ty the Elders, & 0 wr ab ct £4), F :448 church : wh on they are h: noe 
refpel.ce'y hen k-1 1:0, 5.11 th x fee t;3 " p. of cn T;.ng W270 felloxrſh.p, or P-rr = 
ec.p.vion in the S1cranents for then ſulvery or 1heer wi beincry till choy aprove thr 


Jud: ments 'o be ſo:md © or.laexe 51.4 {wes uvduedio june hope "] 42 goaly Cone 


werfirin , Viucom(lafical aſorl nh ox gre Cntmer ſulfe domang nnls. Cafe. 

The 3 Excoption wrapp.thupin tathee foul | dom2Fct! inconveniente + 
&cach o the n wce: to be cchewed. 1 Difinion in famulies between CaCl 
rel.t'on : 2 ND ſapponmce of e 4h :t 6, for want of opportunity 'ncthe gover- 
Ours « f amilye; ro take accutic of ch.n» beurd by tl e.r ch.ldren & ſervants « 
"3 Pifourſrents « f chargeable mainten unce £.» the {cycral chuickes, wherto 
tbc {cve-.l perſors of ra4.r familye, we yn |, 


. 


ll xh:ch inconven ences either co 19: jeull out in comp enAttionall-church. 5 7 ae 
eaſi'y redreſſed , For ume are? d-rly aam.:tcd into wo n':e741':01-4-c hurcle 
es - bu ſuch as are will epprovedLy gon liteſtimony, to te dily obſervant of family. 
rel.tons. Or if any 9th: w:'c d poſed ſhould creep :i2 they are ether orce 'y heal. \, 
e- diy remaved i: 4 wiyef Ch, Norace they adm.red,un' ſs thycang:c 
ſome 903d accom of their pi cfiting ty ord nuncery "ifurethe Elders & brethrin of the 
Ciurch: ( muc3 more tother pa's 'y 3 maſier© « Goa! Tutors in the nnuverſity Can 
# be an account of their pup lis: & godly h1sſculders im the (ity Com take icconnt 
bf ther ch:ldren & ſervants , how they profi by the 2 'd thry have beard iu ſeueral 
hx; ch:5 : > that tothe greaver ed fication of the while f mil, 'y the vartary of jnch 
admin;ſtrations . Bees may brmg the move hony, (> wiix m'o the h.ne, when they 

are wot | mitcd tome garden of flowers, ut may fiy avroad to MAN a | 

No: rs ny ch woe exp 'ttea from w re: ,coutdien , or [erviin's to the 91 im enance 
of C017 -0741199 1! churches {ter thn they le fin: thed wh perſenl ll. ſÞmes, ,- 


, j a, ? / te Ne j D 2 { 
6411 71, 9.47 iy 9.40.6 Tet, 19 CM. 0.46 of ji. UMTS HOLY Mey © 3: 
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Sn they have met God acepienb rot Rotbery for a favificr . dre thongh 4 
 £ouly honfholaer muy jaſily take him) eife bexnd m conſcience , to ermrtmie 1« «hy 
[mb Chun ch , whento tas wife, 61 thilur in, or ſervants wee and mn relation : yer that 
will not aggrat ate the tur Gen 0) his (hargt, no more then if they were received Þ, eng 
bers of the ſame Chari wherts himſeif 34 related. 
But why doe wee Hlara ttns long to plead exemptions from exceptions ? the Lerd 
help all bus fant full ſervetits ( whe ber preſtyteriall y or congregat.onal. )ia judg & 
ſhame onr ſelves wvefore ihe Lord for ak wn jormer cemplyatices to greater e10rn,uyvs 
in Church-governmen , then ere to le finnd enher im the congregatienal!, or pi 
byteriall way « And then ſurely, euker the Lord will cleare up his on will 10 us, & 
þo frame, & (ubduc ns ati to one wind, © one way y ( Exch «43+ 10,11 +) 0 fe 
wee ſhall learn to beare ane anathers burdens in a fpirit of meckyeſs » It-gill thes 
coubileſs be farr from jas , ſoto atteſt the diſciphne of Chriſt, as to deteſt rhe diſciples 
of Chriſt : ſo to contena for the feameleſs coat of Chriſt , as to Crmcifie the li-ing 
members of Chriſt . ſoe to divide our ſelves about Church communion, as through, 
breaches to open a wide gap for a del.ge of Amichreſtian © prophane mabynity ts 


ſwalow up both Chanch © Gaul Fatt 
What ſhall wee ſay nore ? 15 dfpercnce ebowut Church-order becoms the unlett of af 


the diſorae;s .n the k,n; dom * hath the Lord weed left ns to ſmch haraneſs of heart, 
| that Charch-governman ſhall kecom a ſnarets Lin, ( 45 ſomtmes eAMeſes was ts 
egypt, Exod. 10.7.) that wee canot teave cont-flng & comendng whom it , 
till the kingdom be deſtroyed? did not the Lord {eſws , when he dedicated his ſuf- 
ferings for 61s church , © his alſo wnto his Fa.her make tt his earneſt & on! p ayer 
for us m this world , that wee all might le one mbim? /oln417 .20,21,22,23« 
And 11 u poſſible, that he ( whom the Father teard aiwayc , john 11 442 +) ſhould 
nat have this laſt moſt ſolemn prayer heard, & graumed? or , ſball u be gr aun:ed 
Fr all the ſaints elſewhere , C wot for the ſaimts in Englanc ;, ſo that amon;ſt then 
[um ſh..l grow even about Church-wniony © communion ! If u be poſſible, for 4 
bitle fauh i ſo much as a gram of muſlardſecd) to remove a mountaine : #s ut not pefiitle, 
for ſo much ſtrength of fauh , as 1s ts be found in all the godly in the kingdom vv re- 
move thoſe Images of jealouſie , & to caſt thoſe umbling-blockes out of the wiy, 
which may hinder the free paſſage of brotherly love amon: ſt brethren * It 1s true ma 
deed, the N ational covenant doth juſtly engage both partyes , fauhfully to endeavour 
Me witer extrpation of the Antichriftin — , Cf much more of all Blaſpie- 
wyes, Herefies, Of dammable errours « Certainly, if congregational diſciphne be 
Independent from the wventions of men, i it nit much more Independent from tl: 
delnfions of Satan * what fillowſhip hath Chriſt wah Bchal? light wich darkneſs! 
tructh with erreur ? the fouihful lewes needed not the help of the S.,mv.t/11.ins, 4 
1-5 | ﬆ 


: | | The Preface, [15] 
59 ) , _ 0 s 
Berd fy the Mimple of 851: yrs they reve: thiir hp wait tr'ofered, WF*'q, 
The I,2,3. Ailif th: congregutiont wy 52 4 way of triueth( a5 wee belrew ) 
& if the orethren that wil; in ut be Fealour of thr truth, *F hateevery fa'ew iy 
( a4 by the rwle of their hy y 1ſeipline they are inſt-ut-4, 2 John.lo,11 .) then 
, verily, there is m 5r 41179 in th; N ation commu , hu enjaneth the covenunters to 
abh reeuher Conregation ill Coorches , or ther wiy + m5: < bein? auc'y adm:ns- 
| fred , 4o: 1) Veſ's efetually extirp ate the A mchriftien Her wrchy, 3 all Bliſph 
wvies , Horeſyes, (3 pernic 1us errours , then the other way of diſcipline dyeth, wh:ch 
w more g nerally  publick'y received & ratifyed . 
Bt the Lord Fes ormnin: v.th i! 14: 5:4 ts in Firet 55 98 win ie the K 27 
of 2is C58, let hin 'e vlerit rr exceriiſe hs K-n'/y 20wr ts 
O08 Sþ.rites > th it 7 b's b 1140117 m.tiy (1/7 ihlid 
owr Chi ches m Purity i Peaea 
"—— edmens AAttiettw 
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CHAPTER I. 
Of the form: of Church-Qocernment ; and that it i 


one , immutable , aid preſcribed inthe 
Word of God . 


þ 


x ecliaſlicll Polity of Church Government, or diſci- 
© pline nothing dls, bur that Forme & order thatis col, + .5 
to be obſerycd in the Church of Chriſt ypon earth , * "2 15 


E both for the Conſtitution of it, & all the Admini- 


A 
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WO 
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IH; trations that thereinare to bee performed, 
2'\5::j) C 


\ 
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3 Church - Gavernmentis Conſidered in a double reſpeR 
either in regard o; the parts »j Goverment theralchves , or neceſfary | 
Circumſtances thercof. The parts of Goyerninent are preſcribedinthe 1,1. 6 
word , bec1uſe the Lord Ictus Chriſt the King and Law-piver of his 
Church ,is no leſs fathſull inthe houſe of God then was Moſes, who 197 | 
fromthe Lord drlivered a fvrms © pattern of Goyornment to the Chil- 
dren of Liracl' inthe old Teſtament: And the boly Scriptures are now 
allo foe pecfcR , as they are able to make the man of God perfect 8& 
thraughly farni ſhed vnto cuery good work ; & therefore doubtleſs 
tothe well ordering of the houle of God — 
3 The partcsof Church - Government are all of them exaQtly deſ- 1 Chennng 
cribed inthe word of God being parts of means of Inititated worſhip ;4;19** 4 
according to the ſecond Commandement : & therefore to continge » 16. Heb ra 
one & the ſane, vnto the apcacing of our Lord leſus Chriſt as a king- 37%! <®* 
do that cannot be thaken , unty] hee (hall deliver itnp unto Got, RE 
cucathe Farhet . Soe that it is not left in-the power of mea , officers, F:ck 53 4. 
Churches ,or any ſtate in the work to add , ordiminiſh , vr alter any * Fires nd» ; 
thing in the !caſt meaſure thergin, CP 
4+ The neceſſary circumſtances, astim? &: place &chel. nging un , < ing ta 
to orepr.and decency , are not loe lett unto men a+ that under prexenee v + -2» 
A of 


3T:13 26 
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2 Of the Form of Church Goverrment , 


1:  ofciem, they may timaftrhew own Invantiong yupon the Chyrches 
i Ks 14 Beirfs: Circureribed in che word with ny Conerel fznitarions ; 
AN whegggbey arederermined inreſpeR of the matter to be vether wor- 
» Cor 1s 23 ſhip it ſelf ,nor Circumſtances {eperable from worſhip -in reſp+Q of 
© $34- thcirerd, they miſt be done vnto edification : in reſpect of the man- 
1 C:: x4 26 ner, decently, and in order, according to pe nature of the things therr, 
"Corr? © ſelves,8&Civill& Church Cuſtor.oth not cuen nature it felie reach 
Cr: 16: 35 yu? yee. they arc in ſome ſort determined particularly , namely that 
aged + :5 they bedone in ſuch a manner, as all Circywſtances conſidered , is 
33 . moſt expedieut for cdification : fo y #5 if there bee noerrour of wan 
concerning their dcterminaticn, the determining of then is to be ac- 


Ccountcd a> if it were divine « 
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1 5 in - 
'* Generally & in Peciall, of a pur" 65A 
ricwl ty wifible Church « I" 
Tp" r 22 23 x=[c Catholick Church, isthe whole c of thoſe thar 
Nb 02 The elected ,redeeme," & it1 r192e ceatly called from the 
33 . ſte of fin 8& dgeath ynto'a Nite-of Grace , & alyation in Icits 
d 5.1 Chriſt, | i : EP CES": TT: ; q Ry Y 
Raw Ten. 3 This church isfgither Triumphant ,or Militant . Trimmph- 
Tim os ant, the kn, henley are Glory inheawns Mirl:tant, the - 
> FL. euimber 0 then) who arc conflQing with their entries vpoH carth. 
- Ho is Milizant Church's to bee 'confidered a5 loviſible , Kc 
2 Tims 19, Vile .Inviſible, in teſpeRt of (heir refrion wherin They ſtahd ro 
—_ Chrift, as a body unto the head ; being unitedupro bim, by the ſpirce 
Expo. Of God, & fanh in their hearts :Viſible, if rtfpeR' of the profeſſion 
pemtet'g - of their faiph , ip their perſons , & jn particulct Ctutrches : & wv there 
Ig 2,2 : may be acknowledpe an univerfall viſible Chutth © ©*-* 
sTim6tt. { © The menibersof thc Militane viſible Church , conſidered 
Att: 19-t . either as not yet in church-ourder , or as walking according to the 
vie 18 5, churcl-order of the Gofpd . Ynorder , & fo belides the fpiritual 
«Cc? $12 - nnjon, & communion., common to all bel evers, thy joy more 
over an union & communion ecclcltaſticel-Politicall : ſo wee deny 
« 2m Uniycrlall viable church , SN 
5 The £112 of the embers of che Militant viſible church 
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_ > Of rhe narnre of the Church... \ a3 


ay Ho « WaSGmher before the law,, Oecopomical , that is Gen. 18. ry 

infants ode pwned: : or plnge the RAB 11-5. 
5. Congrepatuna term - Independent , 

prove pot : .) There nb. national , provinczal » nur ates . "x Cer? bauvy <. 

6 A Congregational- church, is by the ipfh,giturion pf Chriſt Eor.x :. 
a part of the Militant- vilible + chureb i A, COMPAany kxo £1956 
0, Saints by calling ,unjged into one body . by arfagly Gavapar, for F2h09::. 
the publick warthup of God , 6 thy gurugy | 
ther , in the Fellowihip 0; the Lordiclus« ©. _..... 
ar:5 Nathan Zoe he ueteÞetele See ene hd 


on, gag of any- Atts. 2.42 


x3 Co, ly 29, 


__ , CHIAP: Ill. $:24007t mT Pome 3.n 4 
Of the marrer of the wile Chun Bub ares, Fx 4 X38 
f of, Query and Queantuy #; > >;t . 8:4 - \ ” '8Þor "0 [ 
ie raatter of a vilible church are 3:24: by call ge [::7  Epko B $6 
2 . By Saints, Woe. underſtand, *:1}', WF 1 Heobs: 6.4 Y 


. 4 Such,as havenotonly axtained che knowh: d co de prip tin= 2Cor<1 5 = 
. ciples of Religian ,& are fcce from pras & open ſank, be bL4 160 16 - 
do topether wich cha..pcofellion of .cheir fifth be RED 19. 897 
walk nd i nn ro _—_ > as hainchajubls RC .6 17 
diſcretion they may be accounted Saints by calling y(t Herb 
Guc wed them be ynſuund;, & hy pocren ern a) Colief TY 
tbe members of {ich. partiqular churche\ arc commanly- by. the Rs 
ghaſt called Saints & fthfll brethren ja Chriſt , aud 7 yslnks < 2m «+ 
&> haue boen reproved fot receiving, & ſuffcring ſuch . ef ttov. 51415 
c ntints in fellowfhip amongſt them, as have been offenſbre & ſean- C—_— 
dalous : rhe name af God allo by this. means is Blaſpdemed: 8. the +>'p. 24 3 


hy bbings cf God defiled &: Prophaned, the dear of podly ic Wee y 


: & the wicked themfclves bardnail ; & hulpen-lorwatd a@ ah hes 20S 
anki. the example of ſuch dveth cudanyer the © lndieyef ies. 29 Þf1. 35 
Altle Leaven Leavenech the whole lunp . ag gps. 

2 The children of ſuch, who ate allo holy . % 14 


J The members of churches thouphbrecr! ly conſticuted, may Fe.2 3 

is ume degenerite, & prow corrupt & icandaJuus , which thonygh er. ” 6.6 5 
noe» be toleratdd inthe chiirch), vet the'r comitnatuice 7.4 <p=agy 

ehereit , ehrouyh (the (deſeRt of the execution. of diſcipline & Jkt" +14. 
anfirg”, doth roteimmridmely d.(fly the bring. of thee curth gas. 
= 1n1 the. ma f Ie . Che clnrches uf Gaunt. 
&o nf , (Organ & (y-c11, 
Fo The 


F« 


*$ Of che Matter of the Wifhle Charb,, 

$ The wetter of the Charch inreſpe of it's quneicywught not ty 
© of preater tuumber then may ordinarily meet togethier conveniemly 
Man 28 27 In one place: not ordinarily fewer , then miy Convenicndy carry ou 
Chureb-work ., Hence when the holy Scriprure maketh mention of 
kom 26 + 3he Saints combincd imo achurch-eſtare, in a Town oc Cay , where 
2 Thef r' 1 was but one-Congregation, teuſually callcththofe Saints [ rhe church ) 
G WSSE< in thefingular amber, as the church of the Theſſalomumn: the church 
of Smyrna: , Pholadelphra , & the like: Bur when it ſpcakcth of the 
Saints in a NV ation , of Province, wherin there were lundry Congrega- 
tons, it rms Hun uſually callcth them by the name of c4nrcnes 
q Ce 76 : in the plucall number, as the | conrotes ] of 4ſia, Galatiay Macedonia, 
2 Cer $ +, & thelike : which is further confirmed by what is written of ſundry 
1 Thef 3. 14 of thoſe churches in particular, how they were Aſſembled & met to- 
Mt gcther the whole church in one place , as the church at /er«/alew , 
c 5 12. c 6 the church at eqmvoch,, the churchat Cormrb , + Cenchrea, though 
a; ts 14. ic were more neer to Corinth,g it being the port thereof , & anſwera- 
a Cor5.4. bletoa Village , yet being a diſtin Congregation from Cormh, it 

n223';:  hadachurchofirs owne as well as Cormh bad 4. V3 
F Nor caritwithrealon be thought butthatevery church 
appointed & ordained by Chr: ,had a miniſtrie ordained & 
appointed for the ſame : & yet plain it is , that there were nv ordi- 
nary officers appoimed by Chrilt for any other , then Congreg.ation.cl 
churches : Elders being appointed to fed , not all flocks , but that 
42s 20 23. particular flock of God over which the holy Gboſt had made them 
overieers , & that flock they mult attend, even the whole flock : & 
one Congregation being as much as any ordinary Elders can attend , 
therfore there is no greater Church then a Congreg4t1on , which may 
ordinarily meet in one place . | 


CHAP: IV, 


Of the Form of A Viſible Church 
& of Church Cocenant , 
Aints by Calling, uſt have' a Viſble - Political - Union a- 
' C-r12 27. I mongſt themſelyes, or elic they are not yet a particular church : 
; Jig Te.  - F_-— ; 
25 thoſe limilicudes hold forth which the Scryxure makes ule 


of 


xr Cor 34 34, 
t 


= &# 


Of the Farm of «A Vifble Chick, P 
of, © ſhew the nature of particular - Churches : As 4 Body , 
A building , or Honſe, Hands, Eyes, Feet , & orber werobers you F525 5, 2* 
be uniced , or elſe , remaining ſeperate are not a body . Srones , 16 uy + 
T mber , though ſquared, bewen & polliſhe, are not 2m, bouſe 
vntill they are compated & united : fo Saivts or believers in 
judgment of charity , are not a church , unleſs Orderly knie _- 


2 Pzricular churches cannot. be diſtinguiſhed one from 
another but by their formes . Epheſies is not Smyrna 4& Per 
gamns Thyatira, but cach one a diſtin ſociety of it ſelf, baying BN 
officers of their owne, Which had not the charge of others : | 
Vertues of their own, for which others are not prayſed : Car- 
ruptions of their owne, for which others are not; blamed. 


3 This Form isthe Viſible Covenant, A » Or con- Fzed oy 
ſent wherby chey give up themſclyes unto Lord , to the Deu z9 12 
obſerving of the DR of Chriſt togetber in the ſame ſociety, [3: = oy 
which # uſually called the Chnrch - Covenant z For wee fee not 
otherwiſe how members can have Church - power one over at 

Enhe 4. uh 


The comparing of. each particular church unto a City , & unto [ogy 

a Spouſe, ſeemeth to conclude net only a Form , but that that | 

Form, is by way of Corenam . , L 
Gen 17 


The Covenarr, asit was that which made the Family of Abr> 9ce 1s 1s. 
ham and children of Ifrael robe a church and people unto God,-3- Pybr 3. 
fois it that wh ch now 1t1akes the (everall luc.ctyes f Gentil-believers ** *** 

to be churches wn theſe dayes » 


— This Voluntary Agreement , Conſunt or Covenant ( for 
.all theſe are here taken for the ſame ) : Although the more cx- 
. pref] & plain it. is, the more fully it put>us in mind of our at» 
- wall dury ,6 ſtirreth us up to it, & kaveth lefſe rvom for the 
queſtioning of the Truth of the Chure/-eſtate of a Cowpany of 
pio,efſyrs, 6c the truth of exemberſhip o/ particular perions « 


Aan yer 


6 Of the Form of « viſible (hnrcb , OS 
* yer wreconceive, the ſubſtance of it ks where thee is & fea! 
Hgrecment k 


& conlent, of a company of fairhful perſons to mere Gon- 
' Kantly to in one Congregation, for the publick worſhip of 
God , & thcir mutuall edification : which real agreement & coanſcyr 
gbcy doe expreſ] by their conſtant practiſe in comming together far 
& WO &e.publick worſh.p of Gad , & by their religious ſubjeRion unto 
I % —_ the ord.nanccs of Gud the: e : the ratlicr, if wee doe conſider bow 
.:9ih24 Scripture Covenants hayc ogeu Ctred uto , nutonly expreſſly by 
Ties. Ward of mouth, bat by t. c-itices by band writing, & teal 5 & 
ones © " nya} fileat coalcaty, Waawat any w:iiting » or expret- 
:7.Dcuzy. Long; words at all, 2 SS 2 þ 
$ This orme then bunny by nztuall covenant , it followcth, K 
if is not faith in the heart, nor the profelL,onof that faith, nor cohabiy = 
cation ,nor Baptitme; 1 Not ;Utb inthe heat? becaul that js inv.lible 
2 not a bare profefſ.on ; becauſe that declareth them no more to be 
members of one church then of another: 3 not Cobabitation; A:b:e/ts 
or /nfidels may dwell together with beleivers: 4 not Baptiſm; becarfe 
ir pron a charch efftare, as circumciſion in the old Teſtathent, 
which gayc no being untothe church , the church being before it, 
& the —_ without it . GOP ſe a covenant already 
FM m being, one is a Compleat {ubieR of Baptiim: but one perſon 
'S ect fring a chucch , 
A247: 6 Allbelievers ought, as God giveth hem opportunity there 
415 .& unto ,to endeavour to joyn themlelyes untoa particular church & 
»C1143,, » ChatioreſpeR of the bo19ur of Jeſus Chriſt , in his example , & Inſti- 
2% 37 --? tution by the profeſſed acknowledgment of , & fub.etion unto 
1 1921 3. Weorder & ordinances of the Goſpd : as allo in reſpe& of theic 
goud of communion founded upon their viſible union, & containd 
inthe promiſes of Chriſts ſpecial prefence in the thurch : whence 
"they have fellowſhip with him, & in bim'one with an other : allo tor 
Bv< 119 "amen Hmm gy I way of Gods commandments, & recu= 
t 


"Eon os -yeriny! of then incaſe of wandriog , (which all Chriſts ſheep are ſub» 
F&EvN22TY 


1£xX to in this Life), being wnable to retagne of theralclves ; together 


25 .MrrH 


25 4649 . "With the benefir of their mutual edificatian, and of their poſterity , 
| eb@ they may nt be ut! of: from the priviledyes of the covenany , 
otlrvyl; if a believer often; , be cemaines deltitute of the rene. lv 
provi 14 inthat behalf , & (ould all believers neplect this duty oo 
wing to all particular conprepations ; it mizht Low thereupor. , 

chit ith hicono viuble pohitical churches pen carth, 

| dg 5. 


Of the firRt ſubjett of Church por » - 
End diletaetcbrbtirbatt trdninttntntfdr et ttt 2 
'» CHAPV.,' Of thefirft ſwbjeit of chorch powr 


| or , to whom chm ch powy doth firſt el my « _ _ oo 
rſt ſubje of church powr ,is eyther Svpreanry or Subordinaty 1tas » 


ApeFtles , Prophets ,& Evungilifts : or Oramary ; asevery particular 12 .- 
Congregaricnal church . | 
2 Oramary church powr , iscither the power of office, thats _ 
ſuch as is proper to the elderſhip: or, power of priviledpe, ſuchas be _ 
longs unto the brotherhood « the latter , is inthe brethren formmlly , 5.;, 510 5 
& 1mn cdiately from Chriſt , that is , ſo as it way according to orcer ' Atts i 22 4 
be ated or excerciſed immediately by themlelyes: the forarr, isnot 51; fcregh 
in them formslly or immediatcly , & therfore cannot be a&cd or cx- 59 © - 
ccrciſed immediately by them , by is aid to be in them, inthat they ; 
deſipn the perſons unto office , who only are to aCt , or to exccrcite 
This power « - 
£208: 3: Belen Sbe@S Dee Seto lene SeikeSedeSeeSeeted 
CHAP VI, , 
Of the Officers of the (hurch , & eferially | 
of Pafters &* Teachers . _” 
A Chnrch being a company of people combined ropether by gore». 
nant for the worſh'p of God , 1t appeareth thetby , that there 
ay berhe ef!©--- & bemp of a church without ary officers , ſeeing” 4 a, 
there is bot? +: | (no arduatterof a church , w'1:ch1 is implycy ,, , 
whenith © -- © :. ſtherordainedelders in eve © otirch, : 
2 N-xirhel ff, rhongh office; be rr ob{ re 'ynceeſſiy; ro TETRA 
the ſir ple being of churcizh , when: th- be eabed : vet ordinaiily to Mk ge 
their callwg thy are; and ro tteir well bring : a1:d therfore the Lord ASE ; 
Tejus out of bis tender con: patſion hath 2ppointed, nd ordained officers Heros $ 85 
which hewoolFhot have dbne ,*if they had not been u{full & need 
: ; . . . i Tphqgiee? 
tull for the eturch; yea, beitg Aſtended into heaven, kereebived gifts . ; - # 
tormen , and gave gifts to ſen, whereof officers for the church are 
Jaſtly accounted no ſmall parts; they being to continue to the end 1 Cer 12 28 
of the world, and for the perte&ting of all the Saints . F Beds - ug 
3 | Theſe officers were cithcr extraordinary , or otdirtary ,ex- 19. C1124 
traordin1'y as eApnttes Prophets, Evangihi?s © oranary as E lgers Pon OY, 
Cf Dexoy,. © | "0 
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Aaan Tl- 


- A's 


$, | Of the Officers of the Churches | 


. 


. - The «Apoſtles, Prophets , & Evangelſit, as they were called ew 
traordeucily by Chriſt, ſo their office en.42d with thergſelves whenee 
"It is , that Pax! direaing Iimythy how to Car along Church- 
Aqniniſtrations , Giveth 12 direQion about the cboice or courſe of 
- ind 1,2 Apoſtles, *Prophe:,or Ev.inzerſts , but onl of Elders, & *Decicons , 
2s _ & whcn P.wl Was tv» take tys laſt leave of rhe clvurch of Eye) rJ, be 
ne commited the Care of feedi1y the church to'10 nec, but unto che 
" Elders of that charch . The 1:tc c.. :r doth ' &; CO.n.mt to the 

Elders . . 
1 Tim3z 4 Of E#- (who we lo in Scriptiue call-1 --/79ys ) Some 
- cha attend cbiefly to the 'ni;y;ſtry of tae word , A tae 4” jt» 5., Teaciers 
>. t Tin 5 ();bcrs » }tcud e:pecully UNtU 4A -&& Wi are therſoce called Rul.ng 

Elder. op 
Sph4 'r, 5 Thr officcof Palor + Tercher, appears ta be diſtind , 
3 Ccriz2 » The P.iſta, $ ſpecial wark is a0 attend to £4441 1-41 iv; & therein to 
Aamin.ſter agyord of !V./un the icacber isto attend to D tr.ns, 
E& therein Alniniſter a word of Kn»wled;: & cither of them to 
* admiruther the Seaies ofthat Covenant, unto the di{penation wherof 
| harp. " > thearc alike called: as allo tocxecuce rhe /: n/#e , being buta kind of 
application of the word, the preaching of which, tugether withthe 
- applicationtherof they are alike charged withall . 

EnMani SS  Andforzs much as both 7.jtors Teachers are given by 
Ep 12423 Chriſtfor bohofCrtts the Saints, & edifying of his body, which 


zCoray 


Saints, & of Chriſt is his church; Thertore wee account //tors 
C7 Teacher, to be buth of them church-officerss 6c not the 'P«FFor 
for the church : & the 7eacher only for the 5c-o0ls, Though this 
23:mjo 13 ie my acknowledg , that Schoole, are both lawſull, profitable , 8 


LES an for thetrayning up of ſuchin g 0d Litratwre , or learning 
Ip : mou afterward be callcd forth unto office of Paſtor or Teacher bn 
che church , 
 WeScaleSe dee Sre®e Bee ie ale Se ie Se Leelee Leu Lees Doe Les 
CHAP VII. Of Ruling Elders & Draco 8 De 
Omany d He Ruling Elders office ;s diſtin frum\ the officc of Paſtor & 
17. 1 Cor Teacher . The &Kul:wg Elders are not fo called toexclude 


19:3. the Puſtors & Texchers fron Rulmnz , becuſe Rulng I Govern.ng 
Ab 1319 isCommonto thele with theother z wheras attending to teach ad 

7” prexch the words peculiar untothe former s 
WH99-I7 2 "The Ruling Elers wockintd joyn with the Paſtry + 
E: Teacher in.dhoſe acts of ſpirima] ROT: which 


Of Ruling Elders & Deacon? « " = 


v-hichare diftin& from the miniſtry of the word & Sacraments com- , c,. . 
wittedto them . of which fort , theſe bc, as followerh . 3-to open & 19. Rev 52 
}+«t1 the dores of Gods boule , by the Admryion of members approv- 77:1 n 
cd by the church : by Ordinarion of officers choſen by the church : 17, »Cor 2 
& by excommunication of notorious & pbſtinate offenders renoun- 7'*** 3:5 
ced by the church: & by reſtoring of peenitents, forgive by the church. 

11 To call the church togerher when there is on, & ſeaſpnably. ,,, 
to diſmiſs them agayn. 111 To prepare matters in private , that in 2z __ w_ 
pi.bl:ck they may carried an end with leſs trouble » & more {pee- 
dy diſpatch .. 1yv To moderate the carriage of all matter. in the 
church afſembled . as, to propocnd marters to the church , to Order b*55-2-3 
abc ſeaſon of ſpeech & vilence ; & to pronownce ſentence according 2 Cer 3. 19 
to the minde of Chriſt , with the conſent of the church. v To be {5,57 7' 7 
Gwrdes > leaders tothe church , inall matters whar-ſoeyer, pertaining 1: 13 * 
to Church adminiſtrations & aQions . vi To ſee that none 1 wes 
church live inordinately out of rank & place ; without a calling , or 
Idlely in their calling . v1z To- preveme & heal ſuch offences in life, eats. 
or in dodrin ; as right corrupt the church. 13x To feed the flock 1 Theſs. 1. . 
of God with a word of admonition . 1x And asthey ſhall be ſent for, 4a 4 = 
to vfir , & to pray over their fick brethren , x & at other times as 
opportunity ſhall ſerve therunto . | SD 

3 The office of a Deacon is Inſticuted in the clurch by the j't'5- 3.» 6 
Lord Jeſus . ſfomtirze they are called Helps, x Tir y . 

1 he Scripture telleth us, how they ſhould be qualified: Gravye , nos ron 
Goble tomgued , not given to much wine , not grento filthy.bucre . they , 
aſt firſt be prozea & then ufe the office of a Deacon, being found 
Zlameleſs «. 

The office and work of rhe Deacons is to receive the offrings of the as 4. 2 
church , gifts given to the church, & to keep the treaſury of the [ SAY 
church : & therewith to ſerve the Tables which the church is to pro- 
vide for : as the Lords Tatle, the table of the mmufters , & of luch For nz $ 
a5 are inncjure, to whom they are to diſtribute in ſimplicity . 

4 The office therefore being limited. unto the care of the 
ecmporalgood things of the church , it extends not unto the. attend- 
ance upon , & adwiniſtration of the ſpirituall .rhings thereof , as the 
word , and Sacranitnts ,or the like .. 

5 The ordinance of thc. Apoſtle , & practice of the church, ; c. : 16, 
commends the £91 as dy as a fit tnic for the Copttibutions of the * - +3 
Saul . B 6 .: 


rCor FP . z7 


= 


Of Rul:1s ®'dert © Deacons « 


phe. 3, ST The Tnſtitating of all theſe officers in the Church, is the 
44529. 23 work of God himlclfe ; of the Lord Telus Chriſt ; of the boly Ghoſt. 
& therefore fuch otfcors + he hath not appointed, are alrogether 
unlawfull either to be pracca .n the church , or to be retained therin, 
& are to be Jooked at as humane creatures , meer Inventions & ap- 
pointments of man , to the preat diſhonour of Chriſt Jeſus ,the Lord 
of his houſe , the King of his church , whether Popes , Vatr1arkes , 
Caramals, Arch-biſ hop « , Lord viſe P » A (1.- CA4CONS » Offic tals, Coms 
Marr £5. 13 771[4ri65 . & thelike . Theſe & the reſt of that Hierarcly 86 Kert- 
nc, no. being plants of the Lords planting , ſhall all be certeinly 
be rooted out, & caſt forth. 
7 The Lord hath appointed ancient w:ddows , (where they 
tTins.9, may be had) ro min.(ter in the church, in giving attendance to the 
| oh ck, & to piveluccour untotucin, & others, 1 the lize necetlities » 


ivr dt bh bibibbbtybiohbbbt Idris 
CHAP: IIX 


Of the Election of (oarch-Ofce to 


Aicb.5, 4 N? man may take the honour of a Church-Offfeer unto himſelf, 
bur he th.t was c«/lea of God , as was eAaro: 
2 (cul:nounto office, is cither /»- med.Qte, by Chriſt himſelf ; 
Gali tr, 1 ſuch was the call of the Ap.iſtles , & Prophets - this manner of Calling 
- way *3 ended with them, as hat! been ſaid : or Mediar , by the church. 
Z It is meet ,thart before any be orda ned or cholen officers, 
gris F- 22 they ſhould firſt be 7 y 4} prove. ; becaufe band> are n -r ſuddenly 
ads :6, » tobe laid upon any, & both Elders © Deacons mult be of hunt 
©26-3 G&poodrep»t, 
4+  Thethings inreſpeR of wh'cl they are to be Tr yed, are 
thoſe g:f's & wirizees which the Scriptnre requireth in men , that are 
to be elected into ſuch places . v-z, that Elaers muſt be blemclejr , 
ſover , apt to teach & endued with ſuch other qualifications as are 
layd downe,1 Tim:3&2. Tt: 1-6 to 9, Deacon to be fitted, 


A8 14. 2x as b direed, AQs.6,3.,1Tin:sg S$.tottk.» m 


gr:$rt.-cs6  þÞ OzHcers are to be c4iled by 'uih Charches , whereunto they 
$:4-5+» arcty min.{ter , of juch moment is the preſervation of th.s ppwer, 
that the churche, excerc'e] it i:1 the Pretence of the Apoltles'. 

6 A Chil.Cu being free CamveE DECOME | 74:2ect LO ay, but by 
a fcc on; yet 


GU 5.15 


Of the Eleftion of Church-Officers . 'k 


Yet when ſuch a people do chuſe any to be over them in the Lord, ,,,, 1,., 
| then do they becom ſubject , & moſt willingly ſubmit to their mu- 
o.ſtry inthe Lord , whom they have ſo cholen . | 

7 And if the church have powr to ch»ſe their officers & mi- Row. 16, 19 
niſters , then in cale of manifeſt unwarthyneſs , & del.nquency they = 
bave powr alſo to depeſe them . For to open , & ſhut: to chuſe 8& 
refuſe ; to conſtitute in office , & remove from office : are as bee 
longing unto the ſame powr . 

8 Wee dg it much conducing tothe wel-being, & com> c,,,,q,x,9 
munion of churches, that where it may conveniently be dune , ne1gh- 
bear-churches be adv ſed wihail,& their help made uſc of in the trial 
of church-officers , in order to their choyce . | 

9 The choyce of ſuch Church-otkcers belongeth not to the 
civil-magiſtrates , as ſuch, or dioceſan-biſhops , or patrones : for of 
theſe or any fuch like , the Scripture is wholly lilent , as having any 
power therin , 


ET ELELLELLALALALALELEAAAANEAAANAEENEEELYL) 
p CHAP: IX, 


| Of Ordinat:ior, & Impoſuion of hands « 
{EO are notonly to be choſen by the Church ,bur alſo "_ ”.3 
to be ordeyned by [mn poſut.un of hand: , & prayer «. with which at iT. 5 23 

the ordination of Elders , f«#.ng allo is to be jeyned . — 
2 This ordmation wee accourtnothing elle , but the ſolemn X70; 

utting of a man into his pl.ce & office in the Church wher - unto cap 13-2» 3 
Le badtizhe before by election, bring like the inſtalling of a magiſtrax 
in the common wealth, 

Ordination therefore is not to go bcfore, but to follow election , _—_ ag 
the eſſence & ſubſtance of the outward calling of an ordinary officer '* * : 
inthe Church, doth not conſiſt in his ordination, but in his voluntary 
& free cleQion by the Church , & in his accepting of that cleRiion g 
Wher- upon is founded the relation between Paſtor & flicck, between 
luch a miniſter, & luch a people . 

« Ordmnation doth not conſtiture an officer, nor give him the eſſentials 

of his cflice . The Apoltles were elders, without Impotition of hands 

[ by ren : *Pard © barnabas were officers, betore that Impolition 

| vi kands , Acts. 13+ 3+ The poſterity ot Ley: were Preiits , & 
Bb Ley 


CK Of Orduition 8c « And Church Powys 


Fevits , before h.11ds were Jaid on them by the Children of Iirad . * 
fi ig. 3 : Z In {.1ch Churche, waecre there ace Eljers , {mpo/1119i4 of 
L1:i 5-22 hand; in 0:4inatis2 35 to be perforaxd vy thoie Elders » 
1 L1 i:ch Churches waece there are no Elders, /mpoſitios of 


TTinA.7. 


hand> may be pzcformed by fone of the Brethren ordecly choſen by 
the church therunto . For if che people may el-&t officers which i 
the greater, 8 wherin the ſubſtance of the Othce conlutts, they may 
much more , occaſton & nced fo requiring ) impoſe hinds in ordiua- 
tion , which is the Icts, & burthe accompliſh.nent of the other . 
Neverthelels in{uch Churches waerc there are no Eldery 
& the Church lo detire, wee ſee got why 1mpoſ1z0n of 14.45 may nt 
be pectormed by the E ttr: of ther Churches « Ordinary others laid 
hand, upoa tae officers of maay Charches: The preſbyrery at Epnrjics 
1 Tim 4. 14 layd hand, up31 [ix2y an Evangehtt « The prebyrery at Anroce 
Ats. 13-5 laid aands upon Ps! & B.rnab.s 
Pe 5.32 CE Cinrch Officers are officers to 01 charch, eyen that parti- 
624 39. 33 cular over whichthe Holy Ghoſt hath made them oyerſeers Into 
much as Elders are comand:4 to feed , not all flocks, but that fuck 
which is co:nited to their fra & truit, & dJep-odern upon them, 
Nor can coftant refidence at one cogreyation , be aveetfacy tor a mi- 
nuſter, no nur yetlaytull, if he be nut a minitter to one cOgregation on= 
ly, bur ro the church uniyertall : becauſe he may noc attend one part 
only of the church, wherty he is a nuniſter , but he 1s called to atten 4 
unto all the flock . 

7 Hee that is clearly loofed from his office-relation unto that 
church wherot he was a miniſter, canut be looked at as att officer, nor 
perform iny at of Vie in any vther church valety he be again or- 
derly calied unto O;fiee: waich wie it ſhillbe, wee know notuang 
to hinder, but [mp3jition of 4nd ally in his O-an 1-1 0.49 :1t to by 
uſed towards bim again . For fo Paul the Apolllc rece ved - p14 .0 
gf hands ewice at lcaſt , from Anauias « Acts. 9. 17. & Act..13.3 . 


rtvbfbpb bet ib pp bbbt puppy bebe wn were 
CHAP X . 
Of the powr of the Church, OF us Preſbytery . | 
I'd46 —_— & Lordly pwwr over all the Churche, up 1carth, doth 
Lq 2! ,22 
I::y9.h 


Fes 1 only belony unto Jeſus Chriſt, who is King pf chic: ch irch, & the 


Kuyed 3. 0 


as 229,23 


l 
- 


Mat3.13 hoiad therot . He hath the Governut UPON his 1h >:4.Jcr> , 6 hath all 
Pwr piven to lum, buth un hearen & calti1, 2. 


Of the P. w-r of the Church , 13 


@ A CSpany of profeſſel believers Ec-!eſutica?; Conſrierty 
es they are a church beturc they hayc officers, & withour them; ſo cy- a 
en 1n that cſtate, ſ#ub9r dine Ch; ch-power under Chriſt delipated < : x4, 2x 
to them by him, doth belong to them, m ſuch a maeer as is betoreex- x, 11? 
prefſed C 5.52 & as flowing from the very nature & Efſece of 2 3 ©14;.4.5 
church: It being naturall toall bodyes,8 fo unto a church body, to be 
furnithed with lufficient powr, for its own preleryatio & ful tiRtice . 

3 This Gevernment of the church, is a mixt Governint { & 
{o hath been acknowledged long betore the term of IndepEycncy was 
heard of : ) In reſpe& of Chr:ft , the bead & King of the church,& the 
Soveraigne power refiding in vim , & exerciſed by hum, it isa Mf0- tl 
na- hy : In relpet of the body, or Srotmeriooa of the clurch,& powr _ 
from Chriſt grauntedunto thew, it reſembles a Democracy , In reipet * 71 @ 
of the Preſvyerr; & powr comited to them , 1t15 an Ariſtocracy . 

'4 T he Soveraigne pow! Wh.ch is peculiar unto Chriſt, is excr= 
ciſed » 1 Incalling the church out of the world unto holy fellowſhip G44. 4. 
with hinifelfe 11 In inſtituting the ordinices of his worſhip , & ap- Kev 5.3.9 
pointmg hus nuniſters & cfficers for the dupenſing of them 111 In £;) 4.5. 16 
giving lawes for the ordering of all our wayes, 6 thc Wwayes ct his go 0 
boulc , 1v In giving powr & life to all his Inſtitutions , & to his peo- x Tm 3.1 


ple by then . v In protetig 8 deliyering his church againſt & trom | dk 135-4: 
all che enemies of their peace . Lubes, wed 


5 T hc power graunted by Chtiſt upto the body cf the church 
& bro: herhooa , isa pre: ogative or priv:ledpe which the church deth 
exerciſe : 1 In Choyjmy their own . theers , whether Elders, or Dea- 
' Cons.11 In umn ct then own men:ibers & thertore, there is _ £ 
great reaton they ſhould have power to Ke-ore any from their fel- ” de, 
lowſhip again Hence 1n calc of offence any one brother hath powr © 9- 26 
to Convince & Adnon.ſh an oftending br xther: 8 in cate of not hear- (ce ry. e# 
in;. hun, to take one or WO More to fett on the Ad:nonitio , & in cafe 16,17 
of nut hearing. them , t-» proceedto tell the church : & as his offence _. 
way require the whole church hath powr to proceed to the publ.ck c-1 
Centicot hun waether by AU M117 y OF C.AMOMAN CANCH © SEUPIN | C0 hy” 
LL, rpentance to reſtore him againe ant bus forn:er comunion . : | 
-M In calc anElder offend incorrigibly tbe marrer | » requurings 
as the church had powr to call limto office,lo they have powr accord —_—_— 
inp to orde: (the countell of other churctics where it may be had,direct Ota 
ing thecto to remove hun? fro bis Oth-ce : & beip now but a mer, 
M caſchic add comrumacy tu bis fin, Þ bb oo 


4 Of the Power of the Church ,\ 
Bag FY 8 the Church that had pow to receive him into their fellowſhip , bath 
' © allo the ſame powr to caſt him our, that they baye concerning any 
other member ., ; 
rTim.59.19 7 Church-government, or Rule, is placed by Chriſt ' in the 
H-br. 3-17 officers of the church , who are therefore called Klers, wh.le th.y'rule 


8 Thel.y.r3 


with God : yet in caſe of mal-adminiſtration , they are ſubje& ro the 
. power «f the church , according as hath been la:d before . the H-Iy 
Rom. 12. 5 | Ghoſt frequently, yea alwayes , where it mentioneth Church-Rule , 
;#Cor.t $18 - ——_—_— , yg ” - mm CO = _ & 
"x7, *? dutyofrt eis expreſſedin t raſe of obeying their Elders ; 
OY & reins anions unto them fn the Lord bo : it is manifeſt , 
* thar an organick or compleat church is a body politick , conſiſting 
ef ſome that areGoyernors, & fome.that are governed, in the Lord . 
8 The powr which Chriſt hath commitred to the Elders is to 
&A55.20-23 feed & rule the church of God , & accordingly to call the church 
| Num-15. ez together upon any weighty occaſion, when the members ſo called , 
ans #12 without juſt cauſe, may not refuſe t5 come: nor when they are come, 
ry | depart before they are diſmiſſed : nor ſpeak in the church , before 
*2+4* they have leave from the elders : nor continue fo doing, when they 
require filence , nor may they oppoſe nor contradi& the j idgment 
or ſentence of rhe Elders, without ſufficient 8 weighty caule becaus 
ſuch praQices are manifeſtly contrary unto order, & government, 

& inlets of diſturbance, & tend to confuſion . 
ap.9>  þ irbclon alſo unto the Elders to examine any officers, or 
ans. 21. 73 members, before be received of the church: to receive the ac- 
—_ cuſations brought to the Church , 8 to prepare them for the church- 
'# es hearing . In handling of offences & other matters before the 
Mun:6-23» Church they have powr to declare & publiſh the Counſell 8 will of 
0 God touching the ſame, & to pronounce ſentence with conſent of 
the Church : Laſtly they have powr , when they diſmiſs the people, 

. to bleſs them in the name of the Lord . 

Io This powr of Government inthe Elders, doth not any 
wiſe prejudice the powr of priviledg in the brotherhood z as neither 
the powr of priviledg in the brethren , doth prejudice the power of 

A8s. 14. 15 government in the Elders ; but they may ſweetly agree together , 
> #5 he - as wee may {ce in the example of the Apoſtles furniſhed with the 
3 Cor.3,6,7 greateſt churck-powr , who took in the concurrence & conſent of 
the brethren in church-adminiſtrations , 
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Of the maintenance of Church-Officers « fs 


Alſo that Scripture, Cor 2.9. & chap 10:6, doe declare, thar 
what the churches were to act 8 doc in thele matters, they were 
to doe in a way of obedience , & that not only tothe direction of 
the Apoſtles , bur alſo of their ordinary Elders . x 

11 From the premiſes, namely, that the ordinary powr of 
Government belonging only to the elders , powr of priviiedg re. 
maineth with the brotherhood , ( as powr of judgment in majters of 
cenlure , & powr of liberty, in matters of liberty : ) Ir: followeth, 
that in an organick Church, & right adminiſtration; all chucch aQs, 
proceed after the manner of a muxt adminiſtration ,ſo as nochurck 
a& can be conſummated, or perfeted without the conſent of buths 
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CHAP : XI. | 
Of the maintenance of C-mrch Officers « 


He Apoſtle concludes , that neceſſary & ſufficient maintenance 
is due unto the nuniſters of the word: from the law of nature j,0%;9:99 
& nations, from the law of Moſes, the equity thereof, as allo the 35. c 10. 1. 
rule of common reaſon « moreover tbe ſcripture doth not only call * SS: 
Elders labourers , & workmen , bur alio ſpeaking v, them doth ſay, 64-6. 6, 
that the labourer is worthy of his »:c : & requires that be which is 
taught inthe word , ſhould conmunicate to bury, in all goud tings; Fong * 
& mention» it as an ord.nance of the Lord ,that ttiey which preach x Tum, 5, 1Þ 
tie Gojpel, ſhould Lve of the Go!pel ;z & forbideth the nwzl.ng of 
the mouth of the ox », that rreadeth out the corn » 
2 The Scriptures alledged requiring this maintenance as a 
bounden duty , & we ' wee; , & nut ava matter of alme> , & tree gifr 
therefoce people are not at l.berty to doe or nut to due, what & 
when ttey pleas in | this watter , no more thea in any other 
commanded duty , & ordinance of the Lord : but ought of dury , to EN 
cuiniſter of their c.4 144 14925 to them, that labuur amongit them SE = 
in tbe word & doQtine, as well as they ought to pay any other work 
men thcir wapes , or to diſcharge & latittie their other debts , or to 
ſubmit themlclyes to oblerye any other ordinance of the Lurd , 
3 The Apoſtle, Gal : 6,6 . woyning that be which is taught Gala. 6. 6 
Coiumunicate ty hun that teacheth 1.44 grva hangs :duth not leaye 
it arbitrary , What or baw much a man 1thall give or an what pros 
PULL g B bbb but 


Hebr, 13. 


16: ; Of M.intenance &c Of Admiſſion of menebery , 


bnt even the later , as well as the former, is preſccibed & appointed 

41 nt by the Lord . -, 
1 4 Not only members of Churches, but all that are taught in 
Glas. G intheword, are to contribate unto him that teacheth, in all goo} 
tins. In cale that Congreg tion are defective in their conributi- 

2.6.3.4 0s, the Deacons are to call upon them co doe their dury : if their call 
ſufficeth nor, the church by her powr is to cequire it of their members, 

& where church-powr through the corruption of men, doth nut, or 

cafiot attaine the end, the Magiſtrate i to lee miniſtry be duely pro- 

N52 .22 72 vided for , as appeares from the coinmended exarvple of Nehemiah . 
E The Magiſtcates are nurſing fathers, & nurting mothers, 8 ſtand 
*5/ 14923 charged with the cuſtody of bath Tables ; becaule it is betrer to pre- 
vent a {canda), that ic may not come & cater alfo, then to remove ir 

» Cer. 8, 13 when it is piven. Its moſt ſaicable to Rule , taat by the churches care, 
"” each man {hould know his proportion according to rule, what he 
{hould doe, before he doe it , that fo his iudgment & heart may be 

fatisfied in what he doeth , & juſt offence prevented in what is done, 
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CHAP : XII, 
Of Admiſſion of members into the Church. 


2 Chron.13, =—_ doors of the Churches of Chriſt upon earth, doe not by Gods 
44 9 appointment ſtand ſo wide open , that all ſorts of people goud 
ar bad, may freely center thercin at their pleaſure ; but ſuch as are ad- 
mitted therto, as members ought to be exam:ned & tryca firſt ; whe- 
ther they be fit & mect to be reccived into church-ſociery ,or not . 
Ats 3.37 The Ernuch of Ethiopia, before his admiſon was examined by 
Rcv,2.s Philip, whether he Jud beleive on Jckis Chriſt with all his beart the 
at g. 25 png of the church ar Epheſus is commended, for trying ſuch as 
laidthey were Apoſtles, & were not . There is like reaſuu for cry- 
ing of then: that profels themiclyes to be beleivers . | 
T he otficers we chuped with the keeping of the doors of the 
Church, & therfore arcin a {pecial manner ty make tryall of che tit- 
nes of {uch who enter. Twelve Angels arclet at the o1t2s of the Tem 
AR1.3y% ry ple, left luch as vrcre Ceremoniully unclean (h auld entertberint.» = 
42.c8 7 2 The things which arc requiſite to bs found in all church 
MC.21.Dcrs , av, Kepent age brow fun, & J-4:4 ta Jelus Chuilt « 
And 


Ter. 8T, 23 
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Of Admiſſion of members into the Churgh . 417 


And tlecfore theſc are the things wherof men are to be examined ,at 
thcir admiſſion into the church , & which then they muſt profeſs & 
bold forth in ſuch ſort, as may fariſfie 7ational charity, rhat the rbings = 
arerhere indeed. Iohn Baprift adrnirred men to Bapriſm, confeſſing *'**3 _e 
& bewayling rheir finns: & of otter it is ſaid , that they came, & AQs 19; 3, 
eonfcſſcd , & ſhewed their decds .} | 

3 'Thewcakeſt weaſrc of faith is to be accepted in tuwoſe that 
defire to be adrritted into the church :* becauſ” weak chriſtians if 1 
fracere , bave the ſut#Fauce of that faith, repentance & bolireſs which , 
is required iz church 'raen:bers : & ſuch have moſt need of the ordt- 


nances f.r their confirmation & prowth in grace . The Lord Jeſus M-:* 12.6. 


would vot quench the ſmoaking flax , nor breake the bruiſed recd) 17:y gp. rx, 
bur gather the tender lambes in his arms, & carry them gently in 

his boſome . Such charity & tenderneſs is to be uſed, as the weakeſt 
chriſtian if ſincere, may not be excluded, nor diſcouraged . Severity 

of cxamination is tobe avoyded. © | 

4 - In caſe anythrough exceſſive fear, or other infirmity, be 

«nable to make their perſonal relation of their ſpiritualleſtate in pub- 
lick , itis ſufficient that the Elders having received private fatisfacti- 

on, make relation therof in publick before the chvck, they teſtifyin 

their afſents therunto z this being the way thet tendeth moſt to cafe 

«ation. Bur wheras perſonsare of better «b:/1ryes , there it is moſt ex- 

pedienr, that they make their relations, & confeſſions perſonally with pru65. x6 
their own mcuth, as David profefſeth of himſclle , | 

5 A perſonall & publick confeſjion, & declaring of Gods 

manner of working upon the ſoul , is both lawfull , expedient , 8& 
nſefull, in ſundry reſpeRs, & upon ſundry grounds. Thoſe three 
thouſands . Acts -2 .37 . $1- Before they were admitted by the 
Apoſtles, did manifeſt that they were pricked in their hearts at Peters 

ſermon , together with earneſt deſire to be delivered from their finns, 

which now wounded their conſciences , & their ready receiving of 

the word of promiſe and exhortation . Wee are to be ready tor 1der 

a reaſon of the hope that is in us, to eyery one that alket 11; : therfore 1 Per'y. 5: 
wce muſt þe able and ready upon any occafion to declare 8& ſhew 

Our repentatice for finn , fanh unfa;ned; © effectuall cdng , becaufe ,,.. 4 
theſe are the reaſon of a well prowded hope . I have ot hidden Lok x. 42, 
tþy righteoutach from the great congregation , Plal: 40. 10. 
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| 1. Of Admiſſion of me-nbers into the Church 


- E . This profelſion of faith & repentance, as it myſt he made 

by ſuchar their 44-102 , that were never in Church-locicty before: 

ſo nathing-hindreth, but the tame way alto be performed by ſuch as 

have formerly been members of ſo-ac other church, 8 the church ty 

which they now joyn themlclves as members, may lawfully require 

the ſame « Thoſe three thyaſand « Acts. 2 . which made their con- 

'8itr. 3.5, 5 {elſion, were mebers of the churcit of the Jewes before, ſo were they 

 Guliar:2. 4 that were baptiſed by Joba . Churcizxes may err in their admiſſion : 

£12 5:24 & perſons regularly admitted , may fall into offence Otkierwiſe if 

. Chuchesn.ight obtrude their members, or if charch-:nembers might 

obtrude themſelves upon other churches, without due tryall, the mar- 

xer ſo requ-ring, both the liberty of churches would hereby be infring- 

ed ,in that they might not examine tholc , conceting whole fitnch for 

communion , they were unſar.ificd : & betide> the infringing of their 

Cur.3.1 Lberty , the churches themiclves would gavyidably be corny ted, & 

the ordinances dehfiled , wiulſt chey might not retule , bur quuſt re- 

4 ccive the unworthy : which is contrary unto the Scripture , teachun,z 
that all churches are ſiſters , & therfore cquall . 

* 7 Thelikert;yallisto be required from ſuch members of the 
church, as were born in the ſame , or received their memberſh.p, & 
were baptizcd in their infancy, or minority , by vertue of the cuycnir 

| of their pacents, when being grown up nnto yeare> of dilcretion_ the 
M-tt 4.6 ſhall deſire to be made partakers of the Lords ſupper : unto which, 
$ Cor. 21.27 bccaule boly thinps muſt not be given unto the unworthy , therforeir 
: is requuGr., thar rbeſe as well as others, ſhoul.l come ta tucir tryall & 
examiztion, 6 manifeſt their faith & cepentauce by an open profeth- 
K -0n thergf,,bcforerbey, arcreceiyed to gue Lords fapper , & vtherwile 
2fpTio bebe arlmined there unto.gs © b- 
F ': Yer theſe Qhuych-membccs thatavere bo born, or receivell in their 
| Childhood, before they, arc capable of being made parcake $ of £.ll 
compnion, have many priv:ledges wich others, not cturch-mcbery } 
- by <notyrhey are in covcnant with God; have the leale rixcof upyn 
UL 2; TH cBaptilwe ;. 6 lo if not regenerated, yet aiC in 2 1n9re- 
"hopcial |. way.ut attayning regencrating graccy & all th; ſpir.tual bl, {- 
. ſings both of the covevirt & leal ; they are allo under C'rch-warci), 
& conſequently ſubj:& , to the reprehenſions, ad noa;tions, & cv1- 
lures therof, for che;rbealng aud amendu;enrs as nee] hu rogair | 
by | ap: 
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Of the removal! of Charch-wembers » of £9 
$44 9$416404544444$444400 $466404544 014640644 © 
CHAP: XIII. 


OF Church-members their removall from 
owe Cherch ic another , & of letters 
F of recomendation, Cf diſmiſſion « Ts 7. 4: 
{dn not remove or depart from the. © harch, © 
& ſo one from another as they pleaſe, nor without juſt & weighs Hebr. 16, 23 
ty Cauſe . but ought to five & dwell rogether : for as much as they are 
'comianded , niot to forlake the aſſembling of themſelves rogetter ; 
Such Yepartzre. tends* to the diffolntiors & tuine of the body * as © 
the pulling of ſtones, & pecccs of timber from the building ©, & of 
*tewbers from the natural body , tend to the deſtruction of the * - +3 
-whole. | | | 
2 Tris therfore the duty of Church-mcmbers, in ſuch times 
'& places when counſel may be had , to conſult with the Church prov, er. 14 
wherof they are intmbers, about their remov/! , that accordingly 
"they having their approbation, may be incouraped of otherwiſe de- 
Gt. They who are joyned with conſent , ſhould not depart withs 
Out conſent , except forced therunto . 

Z If a nzembers departure be manifeſtly unſafe, and ſidfull, yg, 11.49. 
the church may not conſent theiunto : for in ſo doing , they ſhould » Tims. 23. 
not at in faith : & ſhould pertake with him in bis finn . If the caſe IR 
be doubrfull, & the perſon not to be perſwaded, it ſeemeth beſt to 
leaye the matter unto God , & not forcibly to detayn him , : 

4 Juftreaſds for a mebers removal: of himfelfe fromthe charch 
are, 1 If a man cinot continue without partakig in /imm . 11 In caſe Ephe. g.v 
of perſon.:ll perſecanion, ſo Paul departed fromthe deſciples at Damal- pes 
cus , Alſo, in caſe of general! perſecution , when all are ſcattercd' , chap 8<1 
111 Incaſeof real, & not only pretended , wane of competerit lubliſ- were hs 
tence, a door being opened for gs ſupply in another place , roge 
ther with the meancs of {pirituall edification . 1nthcle, or like cafes, 

a rember mgy lawfully 1emoye , & the church canvot lawfolly &- 

tayne him , wn > 9 

To ſeperate from a Church, eyther out of crnterr pr of their 

Eoly ſellowſhip, or out of «©. r-1cor neſs. or for greater inlargerments 2 Tim 4.2 

with juſt ereife ro the church ; or out of ':/ 1 y or 37.1 0349524 386 pm wg 

' Cutt of afpir:t of c190120n in il} et of fon © unkindrds, or, 10 i i Judge 19, 
ctily coi.cccd , Cc 'or » 
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| | 26 | Of rhe Removal of Churchemenilert . 


5 4.9. « E indech, inthe Chucely which might 8 ſhould be tolcrated & hed- 
Sy ay ct with a ſpirit of meeknebs, & of which evill rhe charch is nor yer c0- 
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vinced, ( thongh perhaps hunfelfc bee ) nor admoniſhed : for thele or 
like rcalons to withdraw from pubLck conmnion, in word, or {ealcy 
or cenlures, is unluwfull & finfull , 
Wizs,s &© Such membersas have orderly remoyed their habitation 
acts 9.26 ought to joyn themtfelyes unto the churca in order, where they doe 
inbabir if; it may bee. otherwiſe, they cn neyracc perform the du- 
tyes, nor .cceive the privileges of meuubers g tuch a1 exavple tolera- 
ted in ſome, is apt to corrupt other» 3 waici if many ſh ld follow , 
@ Cor £4.38 wo. ld threaten che d fluk uon & confubbon of churches , contrary ts 
: the Scripture . | 
Ke. ti.29. F O-d:r requires, that a member thus remoy:ng, hare letters 
1eji.monta: ; 7 of 4.j1n-jjt-n from the church wherof be yet is, unto the 
church wherunto be deſicech to be joyacd, felt che church ſh uld be 
dclud:d ; char the church may recezve lim un faith ; & not be cocrupr-. 
ed by receiving dece.vers, & falle brethrex  Unc.ll the perion di(- 
£n.ſſcd be rece.ved into anvther church, he ceaferh or by bis letters 
of diliniton to be a member of the church wherof he was, Ths 
church caiiot make a memoer no member but by exco:nun:cation » { 
Kem 16.t,: ' $ If a membec be called to remoye ony for a time , Were a 
d cc.3+t Church is, letters of Kecommendation are requiſite; & ſufficient for 
comnion with that church, in the ordinance., & in their watch : as 
Pace'e,a fervirt of the charch at Cenc.rceaphid iefters wr tre tor her to 
the C11:6h of Kore, that [hze might be ceecuvedas becd wech lants , 
9 Such letters of xc. mmandation ralf 14541 jun WEE WIT 
for Apollos : For Ma:cusrothe Col-ofia ; for Pruebe rotne Runae: ; 
am.17.27 for ſulry others to orher Tha-caes, & we Aputtle reileci u-, tar lome 
0.1 4. 10. . « ; 
Retr. 16. « Perſons, not ſutfic.emly known otherwiſe nave ipceal nord of tuch 
þ Cor errer-, thou;zh he for his pact had no nceqtersf Duc uic vt them 
+ Jol!l. b , ; gs 
to be a b-netit, & txclþ to the party tor who n they ace write l ; & for 
the fucthering of Als rece.y ny amonylt che Sunts wn the pl. & whe: te 
<- gucth ; & the dc ſat.. faction of tac m cave rececvinz ut bm s 
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CHAP: XIV, 


| Of excommunicarion & ocher Cenfourer « 
| Aa ies He C:nſu:e; of the chu:ch, are appointcd by Chriſt, forthe pre»- 
=_—_ YeDL.n,;,remoyings &« 
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Of fxcmmunication & other (enſtrcs » | ar 
& heating of offences in the Church : for the reclayming & gayning Jade, a9. 


of offending bretiwen : for the deterring of others trom the hike oftec- , Cit 7 
e>: forpurgivg out the leaven which may infe@ the whole lump : for Km. 3. 29 
vind.caling the nonour of Chriſt, & of bus church, & the boly profcl= xee.s. 14. 
Gon of tie guſpel : & for pieventing of the wrati uf God, that may *5+ 3%. & 36 
juſtly tall upon the church, if they diuffer bis covenant, & the 
K..lestizerot, to be p:ophancd by nuturious & obſtinate offenders 

2 It an oftence be proy.ÞuQ (one brotber oft. nd.ng anutber the wia.g.14.04 
ofierder is to por, & acknowledg bis repentice tor it unto his offend ©** 97-34 
ed b.vther, _ is then toforgixze him, bur if the « lender ple oc 
retue to doe it, the brother oft<ded is to goe, & covince fra reaitle Mart, 6. 1 
Lim of it, becween themlclves pr:yatly : if therupun the offender bee 
brought co repent of his oftece, the admoniſher h.th won his brother, 
bur 4 the cftender keare not his brother,the bruther ftcnded is totake 
w.th him one or two wore, that in the mouth of rwo «© r three witret= 
c*, cxecy word may be «ſtabl.ſhed, ( wi.cther the word of admonition 
if the offender recerve it, or the word of con:plaint, if be refule it :)for y 
if be refule ar, the ofteded brother is by the nvuth of the Elders tutell 
the church . & it he keaic the church . & declare the fan e by pen.ter 
confelion, hc is recovered & gayned ; & 1t the church d.icern him to 
be will.ng to hear , vet not ih coOvirced of his offence, as in caſe . f Tit. y.1Y 
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herely ; 1 bey are todilpece to lum a publ:ck admun:tun ; which de> 
Claring the .ff5der toly under the pubi.ck fierce of the church, duth 
tie by with-lld or {1{pend h.m fremtle | vly tcllov ſh. p of the 
Lud li pper, till ons oftci:ce be ren.oved by parutent cottbon . If he 
<1 £.u.nue obitin.re they are to Call Lim uut by cxcOn unic tion + 
o But it the oficce bc mo.c P-c07.Ca at hrit.& of a N:OIC -J1MOHs , vg; E. * 
" QC «+ in 4.11 yty Wit, fuck as are Condcied by tte ipht of nature; 5. * v ins 
then the church w thout luch praduall.pr.ccedung, is ty Cit out the 
cfter:de,, trom tua holy comm, tor che turtle mort. tying of hi 
ſun & tc bealing of has touley in the day of the Lord: Jeſus , 
4 Ll deal.ng with an oftcder, gieat Care 15 tv iCtake, that wee F 
be ne.ther v\critrict or rigorous, nur too .ndulgent or remuls : our pi0- 
eced.ng here. ou. ht ro be with a ſpir.t of nacknels, contidering vur 
&lves Lit wee allo bercpred ; & that the belt of us bave need of much 1, Q 4,1 
tory vac; troanthe Lord . Yet tae wwg & helix of che ofteders ſoul, :5- 5.1 ar 
be.a.. the end of tucie Edeavours, wee muſt not daub with utcmpered ; ng x 
worter, nor heal the wounds of vur brethren ſkigttly . on fon bays 


comp.ud uthers {ayC with fear , Ccc 5 wh:lc 


M:tt.oy, 


Gal:r.6: x. 


— - 
® — —_ 


2Zz . ©f Excommunication, & other (enfucrs, 
Mar 18.159, | F + -Whilethe offender remayns excomunicate, the Church js te 
Wo FI. refrayn from allmember-l:ke communion with him in ſpiritutll thinyzs, 


2 Thc. 3.6.14 oy On, eNgrs: : ST. 
| & alſo from all familiar comunio with him in civ:l mote: thr. 


the neceſſity of natural, or domeſtical , or civil rclatios doe require: &. 

are therfore to forbear tocar & drike with him,that he may be :/h..5-14, 

6 Excomunication being a piritzall puniſh.nenr, ir doth not 

. Prejuuice the excomunicate in, nor deprive him of his c:w4l r:gh*c, & 

oe therfore roucheth not princes , or other magiſtrates, in po;nt of their 

cOn 14.24 <ivil dignity or authority . And , the excomunicate being but as a 

} '«  publican &a heathen, beathens being lawfully permitred to come 

2 Theſ3.1, hear the word in church aſſemblyes ; wee acknowledy therfore the 

| like liberty of hearing the word , may be permitted to perlons excom- 

municate , that is permitted unto heathen . And becauſe wee are not 

* without hope of his recoyery , wee are not to account him as an cnc- 
' My but tv admoniſh him as a brother. 

R ” 7 If the Lord ſanRifie the cenſure tothe offender, fo as by the 

DIDDY of Chriſt, be doth reſtific his repentance , with humble cofetlion 

-7-% ofhis ſinn, & judying of himalelfe, giving glory unto God; theChurch 

: 15then toforgive him , & to comfort him , 8 to reftore him to the 

8 wonted brotherly communion, which formerly he injoyedwith them, 

8 T he (uffring of prophane ur ſcandalous hyers to continue 

Revs. rq, In fellowſhip, & partake in & ſacraments, is doubtleſs a great finnin 

«5 -ver- 29 thoſe that have power in their hands to redrels it ; & doe it not . Ne- 

Mar 23.3 , yerthelels ,inaſmuch as Chriſt & his Apoſtles in their times , & the 

68+ 3.3 Prophets & other godly intheirs ,did lawfully partake of the Lords 

* commandcd ordinances inthe Jewiſh church , & neyther taught nor 

« praQtiſed ſeperation from the ſame , though unworthy ones were per- 

mittcd therin ; & inaſmuch as the faithfull in the church of Corinth, 

wherin were many unworthy perſons , & praCtiſes , are never com- 

bo ., manded to abſent themſelves frym the Sacramets , becauſc of the 

' ſame: therfore the god! inlike caſes , are not pre/ ently to/ eperate . 

9 As ſeperation "fun ſuch a Church wherin pr--pbac & ſcan- 

dalous livers are tolerated, is not preſently ncceffary : ſo for the mem- 

berstherof, otherwiſe worthy , bereupon to abjtun from Commun: * 

fu cating with ſuch a church , in the participation of the Sacraments , 15 

2.091932 unlawful . For as it were unrcalonable for an inivcent perſon to be 

v:n13.25. puniſhed , for. the faults of other , wherin he hath no hand , & wher 

unto be gave no conſent : {oe 15 it more unrcalonavle , tilt a 4 ouy 
11:47) 


. 


- AS. 


Of the Communion of Churches exe with another « XZ 


man ſhould negle& duty, & puniſh himſclfe in net coming for his .t 
portion inthe bleſſing of the 1cale>, as he ought, becaule others are* 
lutfered ro come , that ought not: etpecially, conſidering that himlclte 
doth neyther conlent to their finn, nur to tacir approching to the ore 

dinance in their finn , nor to the neple&t of others who ſhould put 

them away, & doenot: but on the contrary doth heartily mourn tor 

theſe things, modcltly & fealunably ſtirr up others to doe their duty 

If the Church c..not be reformed, they may ule their liberty , as ts ſpe» 

cified , chap 13 .ſ[eCt :4 . But this all the godly are bound unto, eyen 

evcry one to do his indeayour, according to his powr & pla-e , that 
the unworthy may be duely procceded ayainſt , by the Church te 
whom this taatter duth appertaine. . : 

WIT Ii HHHRHIITRIRCHE FF ed ISS $HÞ 

CHAP : XV. 
Of the commnicn of Churches one with anothey « 


A Lrhougb Churches be d.ftin& , & therfore may not be confoiid- 
edone with another: & equal!,& therfore have not domunion one cnet gf r. 
over ancther : yet all the churches oug!.t to preteryve C1141 c9-Commn- RI 
1101 One With anutber, becaule they are all united unto Chriſt, not on acts x5 , ag 
ly as a wylticall, bur as a puliucall head z w hence is der:vcd 4s anmpue FEY 3:8 
2.41 {uitable therunto , 
2 The comm«rs of Churches is exerciſcd ſundry wayes » 

x By way «f mutudl care in raking thou ht for one anuihers Cans 8.8. 
wcllfre. . 
| 11 By way of Conratio, one With another, when wee have occa= 
fon to require the judgment & corel of uther churches, .touching 
any perſon. or caute wiiecwith they may be better acquainted then 
our {clve;, , A> the clurch of Antioch conſulted with the Apoftles, 
& Eldcrs of the church at Ieculalen, abour the queſtion of cucamci- agg 11, 4, 
fron of the penules, & abourthe talſercachers that broached that duo 
trine . In which calc, wien any Clwureh- wanterh light or peace as 


Ezck 944 


to the word ) to mcet t + ethec by their Eldecs & other meſſengers - 
&< ver: + BJ 


in a ſynod, to confider & argue the points in duubr, or d fterence, 
hayeing found out the way of truth & peace , tocommend the lame 

- by their lerrers & welleogers to the churches, whom the late nag * 
CLICEIN » Ccce Pur 


24 Of 14: Com enion of C5 arches « 


But if 1 Church be» rent with d'viſions amongſt them{dyes, or Iy un- 
der any opea ſcandal, & yer refliſe to conſult with other churches , for 
' healing ocremoving of the ſame zit is a matter of juſt offence both tv 
the Lord Jeſus, & to other churches, as bewraying too much want of 
\ THY mercy 8 faithfulneſs, not to (eek to bind up the breaches & wounds 
©-* 34-4 ofthe church & brethren ; & therfore the ſtate of ſuch a church call- 
eth aloud upon other churches, to excerciſe a fuller a& of brotherly - 
communion, to witt, by way of admonitions 
| I1IT >.third way then of co-nunion of churchesis by way of «d41:3- 
| pition ,to witt, in caſe any publick offece be found in a church, which 
| they either diſcern not, or are ſJow in procceding to uſe the m-ie: for 
| ="! 2-1. the removing 8 healing of . Paul had no authority oyer Peter, yer 
| s when he ſaw Peter not walking with a right foot , he publickly re- 
« buked bim before the church : though churches have no more aurho- 
rity one over another, then one Apoltle ha\ over another ; yet as one 
Apoſtle might admoniſh another, ſo may one church admoniſh ano- 
> ther, & yet without uſurpation . In which caſe, if the church thar ly- 
A vt, eth under offence, do not harken to the church which doth —— 
26,17. by ber,the churchis to aquait other neighbour-churches with that offcce, | 
Soporuva which the offending church ſtill lyera under, together with rheic neg- 
. l&& of the benkaly admonirtion given unto them ; whecupon thoſe 
ether churches are t5 joyn in ſecouding the admonitis formerly give: 
and if ftill the off<ding church continue in obſtinacy & impenitency, 
they may forbear communion with them ; & are to proceed to makes 
aſc of the help of a Synod, or counſell of neighbour-churches walkig 
orderly (if a greater cafiot convenictly be bad) for their conviction . 
they hear not the Synud, the Syod baving declared un 'S) = ob- 
nate, particular churches, a ing & accepring of tbe judgmer 
of the Synod, are to declare x Lay-20s An of non-comunion - 
trely concerming them : & therupon out of a religious care to keep 
their own gommugion pure, they may | withdraw themſelyes 
from participation with | wa at the Lox le, 8& from ſuch other | 
aQs of holy commas, & the communion of churches doth otherwiſe. 
allow, & requirs. Nererthelcls, if any members of ſuch a church as 
Iyeth under publick offence ; dos not conſent to the offence of the 
church, but doe in das ſort beare witneſs againkt it ,they are ſtill to 
Gra 18.25. bereceived to wonted communion t for it is not equall , that the u- 


noccat (hould ſuffer wih the offenſive , 
, Yoa 


Of the Communion ©” Chei:rches . =—_ 


' Yeafurtherrrore ; if ſuch innocent members after dve wavting in 
the ule of all youd weancs for the healing of rhe offence of their 
«vn church, fhill at laſt ( with the allowace of the countcl of ne gh- 
1-1r-churckes ) withdraw from the telluw f h:p of their owa C3. C2 
x oflec therak lves to the fellowſhip of anuther ; wee gudge it Jaw- 
Il toc the other church to receive ric bing otLerwile itt) as if 
tbry had beea «rdeily dilmiſied to them from the:r own churE 
1v A fourth way of communion of churches , is by way of particte 
-:11.n : the members of one church ucc.hunlly CVMMIREY unto an, 
ctker , wee w.llingly admutt t em to þ 114ke wth us atthe Lords 
t. le, ir being the feale of our communion not ovly w:th Chriſt nor 
Gly w.th tte meubers of .our own courch , but allo with all tke 
Clutches of the fa.nts 2m wh.ci regard, wee refule not to baptize 
tixir children preſented to us 511 either their own miniſter be abterft, - 
or tuct) a fruite of holy tcllowth p be deſired w:th us . 1n hke cale 
{ ch chinches as are furn:ſhed with more m:in;fters then one,due wal- 
Logly aftord one of their own nuniſters to ſupply the place of an ab- 
Yent or f ck min,ſter of another chutch for a ncedfull ſexlun . 
v A tifth way of Church-communionis, by way of « c-2e:4tion Rom 16.1 
wv hena n.ember of one church hath occafiv; to refide in another 
chuch 5 if but for a {calon, wee co:nend him to their watclit. ll fiel- 
luwlh p by letters of recommendation: but ﬆ he be c.!I.4 ro lertle 
his abude there, wee commit him: accordirg to h.s def:re,to the ftcl- $35 15-2 
lwſh.p of thur covenant, by letters of d.fauithor . , 
vi A fixt way of Church-communion, is in cale of Ner.”, to m'- 
npiſtcr »elefe & ſecconr ove Upto anuviler: rite of able mcubers 425 11. 22 
£O furniſh them wxh off-ccrs : or of vurw.ird 1 [port Io the 1:ecetlt- v-rS 20, ® 
ryes of pocter courcacsz as d.d the chuicke ut ric Geutules Contris 5ow 13: 25, : 
bute liberally ro the pour {.unt; at Ieculaiem, o 
3 W hen a compiy uf bcle:vers pu pute to gather into church 
ſe lowſthip, it is requiſite for their latcc prececding , & the maintan- 
;n;: of the commutuon of churches , that they fipn hc theic intent un- 
tc tie neighbour-clurclics, walk.ng according unto the order of the G11 3. 1.2, 
Golpel, & dcfiie their preience, & belp, & rigtt band of fellowſhip bed, aa 
vb.co they oupht read. ly to give unto them , when ri:c:r 15 nv jult 
Ccaule of excepting agamlt their proceedings « 
4 , Bldes thute feverall wayes of communion, there is allo a 
way of p:opapation of churcacs z when a chuzch Nall prom tou nuy 
: N.COUS 


1 Cor 23. 13 


mY Of S $1067 o 

J\ 4 4c 6, Eros, it is a Way, & firt ſcalon, to propagate one Church out of ag 

Con? 5.9: other , by tending torth tuch of their mEbers as are willing to remove, 
& to procure ſome othcers to them, as may Enter With THEM inty 
church-cſtate an.onglt themfclyes : as Bees, when the hive is two tull, 
iflue forth by ſwarmes , & are gathercd into other huves , loc the 
Chuiches of Chriſt may doe the {ame upon hke necefhty ; & theria 
hold forth to the the right hand of fclluwſbip, both in ther gatl.er» 
i-1ginto a churcbz & in the ordination of theur officers « 


HHH HWY HHS HHHHISTRETRHS HH4+ 
CHAP: XVI, 
Of Synods » 
Yrods orderly afſembled , & rightly proceeding according te 
AQ 1502, the pattern, ARts . 15 . wee acknowledg as the ordinance of 
®7- Chriſt: & though nor ablolutcly neceſſary tothe being , yet many 
tires, through the iniquity of men, & perverſneſs of times neceſſa- 
ry tothe wel-being of chuches, tor the eſtabliſhment of ruth, 
& peace therin . 
2 Synods being ſpirituall & eccleſiafticall afſemblycs, are 
theifore made up of ſpirituall & ecclefiatticall cauſes . The next ett 
Cient cauſe of them under Chriſt , is the powr of the churches, ſend- 
a6: 25-2,3 10g forth their Elders, other meſſengers; who being metr together 
in the name of Chriſt , are rhe matter of the Synod : & thicy in at gue- 
ing, debating &e deterinining matters of religion accordin.; to ti: 
vr57-1933 word, & publiſhing the ſame to the churches whom it concerneth, 
vers 31, doe pur forththe proper & formall acts of a Synod ; to the cony:ct.o 
acts 154-15 of errours, ET herelyes, & the et iblitnment of truth & peace in the 
C hurches , which i> the end of a Synod, 
z Magiltrate., have pur to call a Synod . by calling to the 
# Chron +o Churches to {call ft rib tavic ELfers & other meſſengers, to counſel 
4-5-3517. & afſiit rhe 1n ination of cel. 1)1: bit vert the Contioumuly Ot 4 
&ynod, 1s a charc'1 act Cc ny be ca uctl vy the ©. cls, cyoi 
when c.v.] map ſtcaces i1ay be Ene.nyes tu CUT & Tu Caurci- 
allemblyc. . 

4 It bd noeth unto Syno l, & comel,, to 1-bate & deters 
ate 7.72 mine controverlics of taity, & cales of Thnle, Gov z roceare from we 
u 4 v* word holy d.reck. ons forthe ny worſh p of Gold, & good gp overn= 

WCur of the ElUTCH 3tor Bbcacy witacts 474k ial-a.) winiltratia SE 
Cariup . 


vcrs 6, 


&Qs 17. 


i 


C7 k) 7104s ' , 27 
Cortuption in do@trine or mafers in any particular Ch:vrch , & to br 
give d.cections tor the reformation therof : Not to cxercize Church- {5 
cen{ares in way of d.{ciplinc ,nor any other act of church-aurbortyy «| 
or jurildiction: wich that pretidentiall Synod did torbcare « 

F T he Synod, directions & determinations , {o farr a> conlu- 
nant ty the word of God, are to be received with reyezence & tub- 
milſzun ; nut only for their arrcement cherw.th , which 1+ the [41Ct- 
pul zco.n.l rae-ut, & without wh ch they band nor at all :} 54 allo | 
Icon ti: lv , for the powr wterby they are mad-, as being an o7il.- Gy: 
Bunce of Gol appy.nte thecunto it bis word » | 

( B-Crietb d.fClit, ot ow imputhiole, for many churches 
t, cy nalcupecher im OM place, nallike.c ub. runiyeridliy :thutoie 
Bcy may atſe ble oy their delegates or nfengers, a> the Churcn of 
Aitwch went nut all to {:cualen, hut foe felect men for that pur- As 13, © 
pole . B.criic none a'e wn ah wud be more titt to know the ttate 
of the caurche; , nor to al'.te vi_wayes for the good thereof then 
E1{&c, ;thertore :t 65 fitt ton in the chyce of the meſſengers for fuc' 
all-mvol.cs, thy haye ſpecial relpct dtofuch . Yet in as much a>not  , 
only Paul & Barnabas, but ccrtayn uthers allo were ſentto leruſalem \.., = ” 
from Antoch , Acts 1; , & when they were come to lerulalem, nut 
only tae Apoltles & Elders, bur other brethren alſo due aſſemble, & 
mect about the matter ; theckore Synods are to conſiſt both of Elders, 

& other church-members, endued with g1frs, & lent by the churches, 
nut excluding the prelence of any brethren in the churches , 
$40 0174061 $5566 460 $3496 bt yg pit eÞ 
CHAP: XVII 
Of the (iv! eAMeag Arates powr un. 
mat:iers Ec eftiſtu. l , 

T +I: vf ill, p:oficable . & neceſſury for chr ſtians to gather 

ce nil, o into Church citire, & therin to. exe:cfe all the or- 
d nice> uf car [t accord.op unto the word, although the content of * JETS 
Ma vittcate Cold nut be bad therunto 3 Decaule the Apoultle, & chri- * * 
ſt ans in their tuve did treguently rus pcactile, when the Mag:ſtratrs 
bein all of them Jewiſh or payan , & moultly perſecuring enemics, 
would ive nu countenance or confent to f::cl ater) « 

2 Church- ovecnimeat {tand> i no oppoſition to Civil goven- TT 

Þ :.$ T 


ment of c0.nva-welth>, nv; any intcacherh upon tbe author ity of I 
C 174.1 


2% Of the Civil Ad a2i/ivctes paw 'n matters Exteraflic!, 
John 17. 35 Civi] Mugiſtrates in their quriſd. tions ; nor any whit weakneth their 
a3 35.3. hin, in FOYCrNiny 1 4T Catace (treyJrhnetn che.n , & turthererh the. 
p2ople in y.elding more hearty & conlc:onable ob «tence art » the 1, 
wiutloeyer fone 1} aftecte] perfons to the wayes of Chrift lave tt,» 
getted, ro alienue rae alt-< 915 of Kings 8 Princes fronthc ord - 
nanc- of Chriſt ; as if the kinydo ne of Ch:ilt in his churca coulll tur 
rile 8& {ta14, w.toy1it the falling & weakning of rheir govern:ne it , 
waich is al » of Chr.ſt : wie-as the contrary is molt true, that they 
2137 both [tan] togerher & Jourith the one being helpt.l] unt2 che 
other, in their diſtiact & dic ad ninittrations « 
Z The pow: & authority of Mayiltrates is not fr the reſtrai- 
| ing of churches, or any other good workes, but for help.ng in & tur- 
ata 37: thering therof ; & rherfore the conſent 8& countenance of Mayiſtrates 
whea it may be had, is not to be le ghred, or lightly cftce-1cd ;but 
on the contrary ; it is part of that hon urdie to chuiſtian Magiſtrates 
to d-fire & crave the.r conleat 8 approbation therin : which being 
obtayned, the churches may then proceed im their way with nuck 
DOE ENCOUrageinent , & Comfort . 
: 4 Itt nut in the powr of Mayviſtrates to compell their fi b4 
jets to become church-m-mbers , & t» partake at tne Lvu-d> tavie: 
feck 44. 7.5 for the pricſt> are reproved,that brought uworthy ones Into the lactu- 
ar.C : then, as it was unlawt ill for the preitts, fo it ts a>Unliwtull ty be 
8 Cr 5.1 Jane by civil Magiſtrates . 'Ihoſe winam the church is to Catt out 
if they were in, the M ig:ttrare og not theutt tary the church , 1107 
t hol | them then » | 
A, it iu evCll for clorrch-oficers t» med le with the 
ſeo frac M 2 tene, fx lo lt al vt tor cc X1 17 {tare t mettle 
"a w.th the work p. oper 05 Cl cl tices . the Acts of Notes & Day d, 
>. WRIWEs n2t only P.C-, Dit Pr. pitt, Were ex*7407] mir; thertore 
46, :7. Qt M tool, AL Lit ar i pit.ultic Ly 4 wir-cl)]..11, Oy [:1ut- 
in. Uzzan w.tilep he, for pied omg toute. rift 
6 It 5 tae uy of tt: Ma, toute, ro tie Cure of mitters of 
rel. JiO1N » C ko rnprove h.s civil 4 TAIT SS fc te obieryin, A the 
NN 8:2, dive commided mm tie fit, b will as for oblorein ofthe d its 


Commede inthe lecond tale Thy are c:livd tos, 


[ſy 49. 23- 


F ! bn be ©,» wy » : - _ - ! 
* Of tir Nw tate otfcs , 1S 110T only the (QLUt XN PEE OL LTEC File 
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Aſa, Jchoſhapbat, Hezekiah , Joſiah, are much commended by the : Kings rx. 
Holy Gbott, tur the putting forth t.ctr authority 11 mateers of ichgt- > King +20 
0:1: 0n the contrary , fuck Kings as have been taylng thus way , are c 14-4: C15; 
freqently taxed & repcouved by tie Lurd . & noutouly the Kngs of 4 > 
Jadab , but allo Job, Netenmabs te king of Nan;veh, Darius, 29-25. c 34 
Artuxerxcs , Nebucaduezar , whom none looked at as types ot Chriſt, een 4p ws 
( thouh were it tC, tuerc Were no place for any J+1t vbjection ,) are Ear 19; 
comcdcd in the buuk of God, for exerciting their authority this way « ON 

7 1 he vbyect of the powr of the Slayiltcate, are not thinss 
mcecly inward, & 1v not ſubject to his cognilance & view, as unbee * 
life bardnels of heart, crronzwus opinions not vented; bur only fuch 
things as are ated by the outward man z neither is eueir powr to be 
exerciſed, in conmanding f{uch acts of the outward man , & pun- 
miſhig the negle& tiicrof, as are but 11:cer nvEtion>, & devices of men; 1 Rings 10. 
bur abuur fuci acts, as are commanded & turb.dden in the word ; yea ES 
luch as the word doth clearly d.reraune, though not alwayes clearly 
to tic judgment of the Miyiltcate or utters, yer clearly an it lelic « 
In tuck he of right ow ut to pure tultu iis dUCLOUTY 5 tavugh 


oft-tuucs aually ic dutL it not. Deur x2, 
| ; - 1 Kings 2 
8 Ldul.tiy, bi.tpbeny, Hereſy, venting corrupt & pernicious 24. ves 42, 


By a i « ; | Dny;.:9. 
CPIN;Ons, that dettroy the tuurndetion , Open COntem|r of Tc word Z webs _ 7 


preached, prophanatiun of the Lo:ds day, dilturbing tne peaceavle N-h 14. 2. 
2dmmn.itraton &exetCie of the worttup & in ly things of God, & g's a 
the l.ke, are to be reftrayned, & punithed by Ciy ll authority . 

9 It any chu: ct v1: of wore ſhUull prow {caulmaticall, rending 
it icif from ttc common of other Clurckes , or 1h walke incor- 
molly or obftmatly many Corrupt Way of tneir OWN, Contrary to 
La FE of tte word gin Jin ele the MAgiiate IS To pit f-rea (iis 
COLIC.VC PUWT 45 Lie 11'ALLET 11.4] requre Þ nc tribes wn this hide 

40.9.1 prended to make Warr agunlt rue viner tr.beyy 
$&5 bu.id.n: toe altar of Witiacls, whoin thacy 
(ulpcctcd to have turned awiy 
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